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‘Witnesses at the Scene’
at the annual Valentine’s Day seminar, February 10, 2007

“The facts, just the facts, ma’am.” Many of you will remember that line from
the well-known TV show, Dragnet.  Did you know it’s an important aspect of
‘investigating your ancestors’ according to Pamela Boyer Porter, CG, CGL?
Pam was our guest speaker at the annual Valentine seminar held at the IRCC
Richardson Center in Vero Beach.  Pam shared her knowledge and experience
in a variety of topics from Rogues & Rascals to using common techniques
employed by criminal investigators.

Pam’s career as a professional genealogist had roots in law enforcement. She
was the first woman in Roswell, New Mexico law enforcement to hold a position
within the police force.  Today, public speaking comes easy to her after years of
being the education officer at the University of Mexico. As a researcher, author
and lecturer, she is also president of her own company, Memory Lane, Inc.,
which provides genealogical research services, seminars, and assistance in
publishing one’s family history.

During a phone conversation, Pam stated that “technology and computers
have played a major role in the way people research, record their findings and
analyze their results, plus it certainly has benefitted the way people share that
information.”

Her lectures confirmed that computers, alone, still do not take the place of
talking with our living relatives, letter writing, or reading the printed word,
to name just a few ways we can “hatch, match and dispatch” that material, and
she presented several case studies at the seminar to verify that fact.

We hope the Valentine seminar helped expand your knowledge and further
your quest to “leave no stone unturned.” A huge thanks to those who’s time and
effort made the day a success.


