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Happy New Year!

This is truly a new year for IRGS. It means the usual change in officers. This year also means
life without Pam Cooper as ‘Editor in Chief’ of our newsletter. While that will bring some
changes in the appearance of the newsletter, it will still remain the same in its focus---to keep
you well informed and interested in the programs and activities of the society.

A Tribute To Pam Cooper
Mary Mitchell

Pam Cooper has been publishing our IRGS Newsletter for several years; now,
due to her many other obligations she has resigned as editor. We want to
thank her for the marvelous job that she has done in producing an outstanding
newsletter. Under Pam’s leadership, IRGS has produced one of the best
genealogical newsletters in the country, so her work is a tough act to follow. "1
We’ll miss her expertise. Pam, we appreciate all the work that you do and have done for the
society, in addition to your work at the library. We look forward to your upcoming classes and
your presentation at the Valentine Seminar in February. You are one special lady!
The members and board of the Indian River Genealogical Society wish to take this opportunity
to thank you and wish you the best of luck in the years to come.

President's Message - January 2010
Tom Garvey

The joys of the Holidays are behind us; now all we have to do is recover. It certainly has been a busy time and
it is now beginning to dawn on us that we may have indulged a little too much on both food and beverage. But,
we had a good time! And we enjoyed the cards and family! And that is what life is all about.

Our program in December demonstrating the three more popular genealogy software programs had good
attendance and the audience seemed very interested. The use of three screens made the comparison of the three
programs features very obvious. Probably the most important observation was the desire of many of our
members for individual workshops for each of the software programs. We also plan to also add a workshop for
Roots Magic. We have already started to organize these programs and hope to present the schedule to you at the
meeting in January. The program lasted longer than we had wished but the results were worth the extra time.
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Now our focus is on the Valentine Seminar. Fortunately we are again able to use the fine facility at the
Richardson Center and have experience from last year to fine tune the whole day. We are delighted that our own
Pam Cooper is the featured lecturer. This seminar is being run as a joint venture including Treasure Coast
Genealogical Society, Brevard Genealogical Society, and Genealogical Society of South Brevard.

January will feature a program by Sharon Tate Moody on Civil War Ancestors. Two years ago Tony Young
restaged the Battle of Gettysburg right in the Library’s auditorium. The program was a big hit. We all gathered
round the battlefield, several of our members became officers for either the Union or the Confederate Army.
Now Ms. Moody will tell us how to learn more about our ancestors that actually participated in that very brutal
battle. Sharon is a well respected national speaker and we look forward to another fine presentation from one of
the best in the nation.

Six genealogy classes on consecutive Wednesday mornings in January and February offer the best
opportunity to learn or sharpen up your genealogy skills. You don’t have to go to Salt Lake or take a genealogy
cruise (although that sounds like fun) to immerse yourself in total genealogy. Pam Cooper is teaching this
extensive course and this year she has added two mornings on Friday at the brand new, technically up-to-date
Brackett Library to teach using the computer to go on-line and make those wonderful new discoveries. Each
student will have their own computer to develop hands-on experience. You will be able to see Pam show you
how to do it and then you do it yourself. There is a limit of 36 computers so signing up is IMPERATIVE.
Reservations are on a first come first serve basis. Pam has been teaching these classes since 1986. While they
are almost imperative for the beginner genealogist, they are also of great benefit to the experienced genealogist.
I have taken the course three times. | know I learn more each year. Genealogy is changing so much; this is the
best way to keep up-to-date.

Now Meet President Tom Garvey

My interest in genealogy began very innocently. A friend of mine gave me a genealogy program for my
computer. Of course, | had waited until all my ancestors were dead; nothing like starting from scratch. | had an
aunt who acted as the family historian but | was not interested then and she didn’t write anything down (in true
Irish fashion). Fortunately, my wife is a dedicated librarian and she had put any miscellaneous family
information in a file; a big, fat unorganized file. My first genealogy program was Reunion for a Mac. Mix in
my interest in History and | was hooked. | soon found out that genealogy and computers was a perfect
companion. With our families becoming more dispersed, | believe it more important than ever to pass on our
family heritage to our descendants and the best way to do this is with a well researched genealogy.

In addition to being President of the Indian River Genealogy Society, | am also on the Boards of the
Southwinds at the Moorings Association and The Moorings Property Owners Association. | have taught the
genealogy program Personal Ancestry File (PAF) at Senior Net and Life Long Learning and participate in the
PAF SIG and the Irish GIG. I've studied Genealogy in Salt Lake City and participated in the genealogy course
at the library.

N.B. In future months, we plan to highlight the other officers of IRGS.
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2010 PROGRAMS

Mark your calendar for the upcoming programs.
Be aware that changes may occur. So watch for

announcements in the newspaper and through email.

January 12— In the Wilderness and April 13 — FamilySearch.org. —

on the Battlefield With Your Civil Locating your ancestors and the
War Ancestor — Sharon Tate Moody records- Pam Cooper

of Tampa, FL May 11 — Rody Johnson will review
February 9 — Paul Enchelmeyer of his two books: Different Battles &
Orlando will speak on A Gaggle of The Rise and Fall of Dodgertown.
Google.

March 9 — The Art of Recording Life
History and Stories with Mary
Mitchell’s Writing GIG.

January has arrived!

Please see the IRGS website for the schedule of happenings during this month.

e Pam’s Beginning Genealogy Class will run Weds. from Jan. 6". — Feb. 10™.
The registration form may be found at the website.

Plan to bring a Civil War Buff to the monthly meeting.

Get personal with your ‘lost’ relatives. See Mary Mitchell’s article.
‘GIG-Masters’ - Please contact our IRGS webmaster.

Planning to attend the Valentine Seminar? Register now.

Have you renewed
your Membership for
20107

See www.irgs.org
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Mary Mitchell’s Writing GIG& ¢ KS | NI 2 F  w S Ol NRitheyitamedtingFos Janialy 208K S & ¢
at 1 PM in the History Room.

Genealogy, Family Stories and Oral History all intertwine and retell the story of a person’s life.
Each one of us has a story to tell and record in some way as our legacy for future generations.
Many people don’t know where to start; if you come to the GIG you are taking the first step.
This is an informal and fun group that is willing to share its work and we all help one another.
You don’t have to be a professional writer to do this. Just take your pen in hand or sit down
at your computer and let the stories flow.

For information call Mary at 231-0203 or e mail her at marym34116@aol.com

Land Transfer Process in Colonial and Post-Revolutionary America

*Bryan Mulcahy, Reference Librarian, Lee County, FL

The concept of land ownership by individuals has always separated American from the rest of the world. Since
the right to own land was, and still is non-existent in many parts of the world, the possibility of owning land
attracted many of our ancestors to America. The transfer process has gone through a variety of stages, some of
which overlapped.

Prior to the colonial era, all land was in the possession of Native Americans, the original inhabitants of North
America. Beginning with the Colonial Era from the early 1600’s through 1776, many of the early English,
Dutch, Spanish, and Portuguese settlers acquired land from the various Indian tribes by bartering, bargaining, or
sadly by force. When any type of compensation or relevant consideration was given, it was usually cheap
because the concept of ownership of land was alien to the Native Americans. They regarded land as sacred
communal property. In the English colonies most land was owned by the British Crown. In the Dutch colony of
New Amsterdam, the Dutch West India Company or the wealthy Burghers of Amsterdam controlled ownership
of land. Gradually, the individual colonies began to distribute land to individuals through various grants,
bounties, and other well documented historical arrangements.

In the aftermath of America achieving independence from Great Britain, the Federal Government came into
possession of large amounts of land. However, the original 13 colonies, now states, along with newly formed
states like Kentucky, Maine, Tennessee, Texas, Vermont, and West Virginia retained state ownership. The
Federal Government began to transfer land to individuals via edicts such as land ordinances, and bounty land
grants for military service. On the state level, all land transactions between individual parties, which were
under the jurisdiction of the state, county, or other local governmental entity, were recorded. There are the
records that provide the largest amount of relevant genealogical information.

Locating land records often depends on the time period and jurisdiction. For instance if you are looking for
bounty land grants from the period prior to 1830, this was done in conjunction with the federal government.
Thus the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) website would be the most appropriate first step. Land
transactions between individual parties or state/local entitles would be more likely to be found in county
courthouses where the land was located.

*Bryan is a guest writer this month and has graciously agreed that this may be freely shared. Thank You.
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IRGS DECEMBER 8, 2009 GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

President Tom Garvey opened the general meeting at 9:30 a.m. in the main meeting room of the Indian
River County Library with a quorum in attendance.

Minutes: The minutes of the November 10, 2009 general meeting were unanimously approved as published
in the Newsletter.

Corresponding Secretary: Diane Chazotte advised that Carol Whelen recently passed away. Once we locate
her family, our condolences will be sent.

Treasurer’s Report: Patricia reported that there is $6,438.24 in the IRGS checking account and $6,804.35 in
the CD with an overall total of $13,242.59 for both accounts. The Report was approved for audit.

President’s Report: Tom reported that the money saved by going green and emailing the monthly
Newsletter will be spent on getting great guests speakers for our future monthly meetings. The January
Newsletter may only be a short email or blog as the IRGS takes over the job of publishing it. He advised that a
family history program now provides a free pedigree chart that can be used to record your family’s health
history.

Programs/Seminar: Pete advised that the guest speaker in January will be Sharon Tate Moody who will
present “In the Wilderness and on the Battlefield with your Civil War Ancestors.” In February, Paul
Enchelmayer will speak on the use of Google in our research. Pete advised that 18 people have signed up for the
February 13, 2010 Valentine Seminar. Register before January 1 to get the discount price of $30. A book titled
“Witches, Rakes & Rogues” was donated as a Valentine Seminar door prize. Other door prize donations will be
welcome. Our own Pam Cooper will be the guest speaker. Pete received a letter from the Church of Latter Day
Saints inviting us to attend a preview and tour of their new building located on 12" Street and 43 Avenue on
December 10 at 7:00 p.m.

Education: Diane McGowan reported the following GIG meetings in the History room: December 10 @
1:00 Irish and German @ 3:00 p.m., December 13 Swedish @3:00 p.m., December 17 Polish @3:00 p.m., and
January 20, 2010 Writing @1:00 p.m. A scanning class is set for January 16" @ 9:30 in the Main meeting
room.

Membership: Marcia reported that 71 members were present and there were 3 guests. She also advised that
volunteers are needed in the Genealogy Department of the Library. A form was passed around for those
interested to fill in. She reported receiving the first official request for information regarding our Surname
Registry and sent a reply.

Public Relations: Suzy reported that due to the Press Journal changing their form for submitting an ad or
story, some of our news did not get printed. She sent out press releases and is now working on January and
February classes and the Valentine Seminar.

Members Sharing: Sandy asked if anyone had some special genealogy news they would like to share.
Marge Putzke advised that this summer she discovered a famous person in her family — Santa Claus. He is at
the Orlando Sentinel Mall 365 days a year.
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Sandy discovered a book in a Vermont library about New Hampshire’s White Mountains which includes an
1862 map. It covers Massachusetts, Rhode Island and part of Maine. Contact her if you would like a copy of
the map.

Pat Burdsall called the Fairfax Archives where she was connected to the Fairfax, VA Library. The woman on
the phone advised that she had just been assigned to do work on the Woodlawn Cemetery. She sent Pat a picture
of Grave Hill which Pat’s family had bought from the librarian’s family. She also learned that Mason family
members were buried in the Methodist Church grave which had dates on it.

Introductions: Visitors were introduced.

Election and Induction of New Officers: Jim Runnels advised that the nominees were: President Tom Garvey,
Vice-President Tony Young, Treasurer Pat Burdsall, Membership Secretary Diane Chazotte and Recording
Secretary Marilyn Row. Pete made a motion seconded by Suzy that the nominations be closed. The motion
passed unanimously. The new officers were then sworn in by Jim Runnels.

Newsletter: Tom praised the past year’s Newsletters as being just about the best Newsletters ever.
Thanks were given to all officers and board members.

Program: Pete began the Dueling Genealogy Program by introducing the duelers and which program they
would discuss: Tom — PAF, Pam Cooper - Legacy and Sandy McKenny — FTM. Each dueler demonstrated
how to use the software programs and closed by giving the pros and cons of each. The attached handout has
more details. Much interest was shown in having future separate workshops on the three programs as well as
Roots Magic.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:05 p.m. The next general meeting will be in January12, 2010 at 9:30 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
Marilyn Row, Recording Secretary

In Memoriam
. Carol Whelan-December 3, 2009
2010 IRGS Officers M/M Roland Lange, Brother
Tom Garvey-Pres_ Cards may be sent to Carol’s address.
Tony Young-V.P.

Pat Burdsall-Treas.
Marilyn Row-Recording Secretary
Diane Chazotte-Corresponding Secretary

Editor’s Note: The newsletter this month has been put together with many challenges.
The holidays are always joyful, spent with family and friends.
This year was difficult for me, as | lost my only brother right before Christmas.
Thank you to my IRGS family for its understanding.
Diane Chazotte
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