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� A small group of thoughtful 
people can change the world. 
Indeed, it is the only thing 
that ever as.” (Margaret 
Mead). I chose this phrase 
from a little book of quotes 

that I received as a Christmas present. It reminds 
me of a mantra that has encouraged me during 
my whole adult life. One person CAN make a 
difference in at least one other person’s life, in 
some way, at some time, for just a moment, a 
day or even a lifetime. I think you get the idea! 
Perhaps one would say that I am an enthusiastic 
optimist. Works for me!! It is my heartfelt belief 
that our Society can and will make a difference 
here in Indian River County. How’s that for my 
#1 priority in 2006? COMMUNITY OUT-

REACH! Talk to your friends, coworkers, 
neighbors and most of all, your family. Spread 
the word about what IRGS is all about. YOU 
can help them begin the process of finding those 
ancestors. Do you remember the first time you 
discovered your relative’s connection to history? 
Wow, pretty powerful feeling, wasn’t it?  If each 
one of us, 204 members as of January 9, encour-
aged just one person to come to our Valentine 
Seminar on February 11, or a class, or a GIG 
meeting or a membership meeting: how about 
bringing them to the Genealogy Department at 
the library: show them around, offer to be a 
mentor. So, that would be a total of 408 people. 
Now, if each of those new genealogists told an-
other person, we are at 816 people. Then those 
816…Just IMAGINE where this can go!! 
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�The Twilight Zone…  
Strange Web Sites for  

Family History Research  
 

Presented By Ann Staley of 
Jacksonville, Florida 

There are many web pages devoted to subjects 
that we researchers may not even think of as 
possibilities to help us in our research. This 
presentation examines a variety of these sites 
and discusses their merits and relationship to 
Genealogical Research. Some topics discussed 
are: 
 Our Ancestor's Weather 
 The Auction 
 Postcards Tell the Story 
 Your Mathematician Ancestor 
 Lost Naval Ancestor? 
 The Calendar of Your Ancestor 
 Medically Speaking 
 Wanted Posters 
 The Law and the Lawyers 
9:30 a.m. is our time to socialize with our 
friends. At 10:00 am will be the business meet-
ing followed by refreshments and the program. 
Contact Pete Kersey for questions and informa-
tion. Email: petenoel@aol.com. 

Annual Valentine Seminar 
Feb 11 

with 
Donna Moughty 

 
Professional Genealogist 
and former Regional Man-
ager for a national technol-
ogy company, has been con-
ducting family research for 
over 15 years. The following topics will be pre-
sented: 
¨ Family History: From a Pile of Pieces to a 

Puzzle Picture  
¨ Faster than the Speed of Light: Effective 

Use of the Internet  
¨ Lights, Camera, Action: Directing and 

Producing Your Family History Video  
¨ Immigration and Naturalization  
The four lectures will include lunch at the beau-
tiful state-of-the-art Richardson Center on the 
IRCC Mueller campus. It is located at the corner 
of 58th Avenue and Highway 60. Pick up the 
registration form at the library or download it 
from the society’s web site. For more informa-
tion, see page 5.  

EARLY DEADLINE FEBRUARY 6!!  
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THE INDIAN RIVER CHAPTER, COLO-
NIAL DAMES XVIIC (CDXVIIC) next 
meeting will be held Saturday, March 11, at 
11:00 AM in Fellsmere.  Special guest will be 
Rody Johnson, author of "Different Battles" 
and his new book "In Their Footsteps," which 
portrays the early history of the Shenandoah 
Valley and the development of western Vir-
ginia and West Virginia. For further informa-
tion, please call Betsy Emerson at 772-569-
9678  
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION (DAR) The St. Sebastian 
Chapter of the DAR meeting will be held Sat-
urday, February 25, 2006.  The program will 
be "Wedding Memories" by Carol Decker.  
Hostesses will be Pat Hyden and Elaine John-
son. This chapter meets the fourth Sat. of the 
month, Oct-May, in Roseland. For more infor-
mation, contact Elaine Johnson, Regent, at 
589-4978. 

DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION (DAR), Treasure Coast 
Chapter, will meet 11:30 a.m. at Bent Pine 
Golf Club on Monday, February 13, with Mrs. 
Patricia Rhoton, Vice President General, 
NSDAR presenting "Women Backing George 
Washinton".  Reservations are required, and 
may be made by contacting Sondra Lee at 
234-2608. 

DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION (DAR) Cora Stickney 
Harper Chapter, NSDAR, Ft. Pierce, will meet 
on Thurs Feb 9, at the Elks Lodge US 1 Ft. 
Pierce. Program will be given by the State 
Chairman of American Indians. In Indian 
River county, please call Pat Blaga, 589-4290, 
in St. Lucie County please call Janel Cohen, 
772-466-3450. Meeting begins at 11:30 with 
lunch. 
The Stephen Hopkins Colony of  Florida 
MAYFLOWER DESCENDANTS next 
meeting is February 14, 2006 at The Carriage 
House Restaurant. Program is presented by 
Pamela Cooper who will give an 
overview of Mayflower resources at 
the library.  For further information 
c o n t a c t :  A u r i e  M o r r i s o n , 
gnut1@earthlink.net  or 772-778-
4876 
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9  Irish GIG will meet in Library History room 1-3 pm. Contact Bill Mur-
phy Email: <wclhmurphy@bellsouth.net> 

11 Annual VALENTINE SEMINAR - Contact Pete Kersey - See more 
information on page one and five. 

14  IRGS Program 9:30 am to Noon. Contact Pete Kersey Email: 
<petenoel@aol.com> 

14 Beginner’s GIG 1-3 pm Ais Room Contact Diane MacGowan, Email: 
<DMacgowan@aol.com> 

14 Postcard Committee Meeting Noon in the workroom of the genealogy 
department. Contact Ellen Stanley <Ellenestanley@aol.com> 

15 Beginner’s GIG 5:30-7:30 Ais Room Contact Diane MacGowan, Email: 
<DMacgowan@aol.com> 

15 Quaker GIG 1-2 pm in the Ais Room. Contact Ellen Stanley  
Email: <Ellenestanley@aol.com>  

16 Swedish GIG -  1-3 pm in the Library History Room. Contact Diana 
Macgowan <DMacgowan@aol.com> 

16 French Canadian GIG 1-3 pm in the AIS room. Contact  
Donna Nightingale Email: <Donnawalt@aol.com> or 978-0107 

16  Polish GIG 3-5 pm in the AIS room. Contact Marge Putzke Email: 
<jmputzke@bellsouth.net> or 569-0132 

Computer Special Interest Group (SIG) 
The PAF5 computer GIG will continue to meet the 2nd. Fri. of each month  at 
10 am, but go to the genealogy department first. No more meetings in the after-
noon. Questions can be answered by John Hendricks [562-4362 <jshendricks@ 
earthlink.net>] or John Getz [978-1237 or < loisbruckheimer@comcast.net>] 
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If only I could have an hour of my late 
grandmother’s time! Don’t we all wish for 
that? I was a latecomer to genealogy, and 
came through my needlework interests.  
Wanting to do a multi-generational 
Mother’s Tree for my daughter, I realized 
I only knew back to my great-
grandmother.  I had asked my mother to 
help me sketch a tree just the afternoon 
before she died, but the notes that had 
made perfect sense then, didn’t make so 
much sense later. Years later, I pulled out 
her birth certificate and took a long look at 
it.  Nothing I didn’t sort of already know, 
except that my grandfather had been born 
in Utica, PA. I had his parents’ names, and 
posted a query to the county’s GenWeb 
board. Within an hour, I had an email 
from a lady out West who gave me names 
and dates for five additional generations, 
and asked if I wanted a Xerox copy of the 
family history booklet mailed to me! It 
sure made me a believer in internet gene-
alogy – zero to about 500 relatives in two 
hours! It took me almost another two 
years to find another live relative though. 

Now for the begats. I was born in Cleve-
land, Ohio, in 1946, to Goerge E Wallis 
(1903-1972) and Nancy Lee Wilson 
(1918-1992). Dad was from Toronto and 

became a naturalized citizen during 
WWII, but I haven’t even thought of start-
ing that side yet. I graduated from Welles-
ley College with a degree in Latin Ameri-
can Studies in 1968, and worked after 
graduation as an editor at Ginn & Co in 
Boston, working on elementary textbooks.  
After my solider husband 
came home from Vietnam 
in 1969, we moved to Ft. 
Eustis, Virginia, and ended 
up spending almost 30 
years in Newport News, in 
the middle of the historic 
triangle of Williamsburg, 
Yorktown, and Jamestown.  
Along the way, I became a 
CPA, and did 24 years in 
tax, audit, and computer 
consulting. 
 
After burnout, I moved to 
the far western part of Vir-
ginia – Highland County.  
With a population of 1,900 people and 
7,000 sheep, there wasn’t much demand 
for a CPA, so with plenty of time on my 
hands I became a library volunteer. When 
the county librarian retired on her 80th 
birthday, the board  gave me her job. We 
had to get special permission from the 
Library of Virginia to hire a non-certified 
librarian, but because the library was the 
smallest public library in Virginia, they 
agreed.  One of the projects I did as a vol-
unteer was to computerize the card cata-
log, pretty much by hand. The state library 
told us we had to do it,  but didn’t give us 
any funds, so we just started in and did it 
with volunteers. After seeing how much I 
enjoyed the library, my daughter Deborah 
went back to school, got her MLS, and a 
job with the New York Public Library 
system. 
 
Several years ago I remarried and moved 
to Harrisonburg, Virginia, right in the 
middle of the Shenandoah Valley.  Shortly 
after that, my husband developed rheuma-
toid arthritis and we moved to Vero for 
the warmer weather and to be closer to his 
mother, who has been living here for 30 
years. George is an investment advisor 
with Wachovia Securities, and I work as 
controller for a  company doing govern-

ment contracting in the aviation industry. 
My main focus is my mother’s maternal 
line – the Proudfoot Family of Dumfries, 
Scotland and Cleveland, Ohio. The usual 
4 brothers emigrated to Cleveland, all 
worked as house painters, and started their 
own little dynasty. They arrived in the 

1830’s, flourished to 
about 1890, and have 
gradually pretty well 
died out.  It has been a 
difficult search, as they 
were not famous, ap-
parently were not par-
ticularly close in later 
years, and appear to 
have kept NO docu-
ments. However, my 
G G G - g r a n d f a t h e r 
wrote a book of Scot-
tish poetry in 1875, a la 
Robert Burns. It was 
declaimed at funerals, 
state occasions, and at 

the bringing in of the haggis on St. An-
drews Day.  I’m no judge of poetry, but I 
would say it appears to be abominable, but 
perhaps it was the style in those days.  I 
have included a photograph of the frontis-
piece of the book with the very personal 
inscription. 
 
My other area of interest is my husband’s 
family–the Rands, of Virginia, North 
Carolina, Alabama, and then Texas (as 
opposed to the more numerous Rands of 
New Hampshire).  Again, after posting on 
the internet, I started a correspondence 
with several “cousins”. Several year ago 
we had a family gathering in Smithfield, 
Virginia, on the occasion of the erection 
of a historic marker honoring William 
Rand, the patriarch, as the builder of the 
Isle of Wight Courthouse and many other 
local buildings.  It was wonderful to meet 
these people I had only known through 
email, and now we keep in constant touch. 
My time to volunteer is limited, but I have 
committed to one evening a week in the 
Genealogy Room, where I have been as-
sisting with the cataloging. I am anxiously 
awaiting retirement, so I can get on with 
the things I really want to do -- like work 
in the library several days a week, and 
travel to “finish” up my family history. 

June the 2 /62 

Dear sir i take up my pen to in form you 
that their was a fight near richmond and 
the 105 was in it but i am sorry to tell you 
that william willson was shot in the battle 
i thought i would inform you as there is 
my one else and i was with him he was 
shot dead on the field   C  B Gill 



���������	�
����
���������������������������������	 �������

�

�����	�
�����	� ��������������������������������	������������

Communications varied greatly within the American colonies 
based on location and time frames.  The American Revolution 
dramatically altered the structure as well.  The majority of 
America was ruled by the English crown.  Residents considered 
themselves as British subjects versus Americans.  This tendency 
continued well into the American Revolution as well.  Recent 
historical findings have concluded that until the latter stages of 
the American Revolution, only around 40% of the population 
openly supported the revolutionary cause.  Many were sympa-
thetic to the cause but fear retaliation if the British emerged vic-
torious.  This factor also affected communications in a variety of 
ways.  
 
Most communication was personal, often 
verbal, or via the grapevine. Letters were 
often transported by friend who were travel-
ing.  Printing presses were considered poten-
tial threats to stability by the British govern-
ment.  Most early colonists probably consid-
ered them irrelevant to their primary purpose 
of survival in the new world.  The first major 
printing press was operated by the Harvard 
College.  Their specialty was broadsides 
(printing on one side of a single sheet of pa-
per), religious works, almanacs, and law books.  Broadsides 
were used to print proclamations and ballads that pertained to 
upcoming or interesting community events.  British authorities 
closely monitored the content of these. 
 
It would be nearly a century after the first permanent American 
settlement in America before the concept of a newspaper would 
exist.  The first successful regular newspaper in the colonies was 
the Boston News-Letter in 1704.  Most colonial era newspapers 
were only in business for brief periods of time.  Newspaper pub-
lishing would continue to be sporadic until the 1750's.  
 
What was considered newsworthy in colonial times would sur-
prise people today.  Local events were seldom mentioned since 
most communication was via the grapevine.  Emphasis was on 
news from England and Europe which was dependent on the 
arrival of ships carrying newspapers and other communications 
from England.  News from other colonies, business and com-
merce events were also important.  Advertising existed albeit in 
a limited format.  
 
Although deaths of prominent persons might be noted, births and 
marriages seldom appeared in print.  Local individuals were 
mentioned only in relation to business affairs such as having 
items for sale (including slaves), detained wandering livestock, 
had letters waiting at the post office, or had a servant, slave or 
wife who had runaway or been found.  
 
As newspapers became more common and successful, the Brit-

ish authorities increased their efforts to control the content.  One 
avenue for control was the Stamp Act of 1765.  At this time pe-
riod, there were 23 newspapers operating in the colonies.  More 
than 25 others had failed within the previous decade.  The only 
states that had no newspaper at this time were Delaware and 
New Jersey. 
 
The Stamp Act decreed that all newspapers, books, and legal or 
official documents had to be printed on special paper stamped 
paper to prove the tax had been paid.  Individual advertisements 
were also charged an additional tax.  The intent was twofold, 

generate income for the crown and put a 
damper on the increasingly political nature of 
some newspapers. Instead, the Stamp Act 
fueled the forces which would lead to the 
Revolutionary War.  No American newspaper 
was ever published on the designated stamped 
paper.  Some suspended publication, some 
morphed into non-newspapers by removing 
the serial number or the name, and others 
defiantly continued publication on normal 
paper.  In the end, the crown repealed the act.  
 
Relatively few issue of colonial newspapers 

survive.  Almost all that have survived have been microfilmed 
by private companies.  The Family History Library has a few in 
their collection, but the best resource for locating them is in col-
lege libraries located in the general area of where they were pub-
lished. 
 
Mail and post offices are two other factors in colonial communi-
cations. Initially, postal contracts were royal contracts awarded 
to individuals. By the end of the 1600's, only Boston, New York, 
and Philadelphia had such contracts.  Service was limited to the 
cities and a few nearby settlements and those along the roads 
connecting the three cities.  The Postal Act of 1711 altered the 
system.  The Postmaster became a royal appointee, rather than a 
private charter.  This helped expand and improve postal service, 
especially in the southern colonies where settlements were dis-
persed. 
 
There was a close link during the 18th century between the mail 
and newspapers.  The Postmaster was often the printer of the 
newspaper. Newspapers were often dispersed by the same carri-
ers who carried the mail. Roads as we know them today were 
non-existent.  News, whether contained in letters or newspapers, 
traveled slowly.  Winter and rains caused additional delays.  
 
The Revolutionary War created a difficult situation in the rebel-
ling colonies because the postal service was controlled by the 
crown.  Some private postal deliveries services had become op-
erational which offset this issue with the crown.  Other under-
ground alternatives presented themselves as the war progressed. �
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A NEW CLASS 
: Transcriptions, Abstracts and Extracts" 

You can do them too!   
Taught by Sandy McKenny 

 
March 8 - 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm 

Indian River County Library, History Room, 
Contact Sandy McKenny  <smckenny@comcast.net> 

 
This session will explore a wide range of items you may want to 
preserve and make readily accessible for yourself as well as oth-
ers, such as family letters, deeds, diaries, journals, etc.  Virtually 
any written form that is one of a kind or is in danger of eventual 
destruction would make a worthy project.  We will discuss dif-
ferences in the three forms, how to get started, tips/tricks and 
pitfalls, indexing, and printing/publishing your efforts.  If you 
already have something you are considering, please bring it with 
you.  
 
*************************************************** * 

ANOTHER NEW CLASS 
“Organization—The BIG Paper Shuffle” 

Taught by Patti Kirk 
 

March 25—10:00 am until 1:00 pm 
Indian River County Main Library, History Room 

Contact Patti Kirk <Ckirkfirst@comcast.net> 
 
Tired of all those notes you wrote and they have not home? Did 
you lose an ancestor from Quebec and later found him in your 
Ireland file? Is your genealogy work area over loaded with paper 
and you do not know where to start? 
 
This will be a fund class to cover all our paper shuffle. Fresh, 
simple ideas to make this a easy system to work with. Assign-
ment: Bring ONE pile of paper from your genealogy work area 
and your enthusiasm! This is going to be FUN! 
 
*************************************************** * 

VALENTINE SEMINAR  
To all IRGS Members, 

You wanted to know, and now is the time to find out.  Questions 
will be answered.  New information will pour forth.  You will be 
newly energized in your ceaseless search for your ancestors. 
How is this all to come about? Simple.   

Be in the Valentine Seminar audience here in Vero Beach Sat-
urday Feb 11 at the IRCC Richardson Center when Donna 
Moughtypresentsfour lectures on genealogy.  If you have never 
heard one of her presentations, you really have something to 
look forward to. She presents in a way that captures your interest 

and holds it throughout. The deadline for early registration is 
February 6th don't let it sneak up on you.  Register on or before 
the 6th and save $5.00 on the fee and you will be guaranteed a 
lunch. After the 6th, well, we have to tell the caterer how 
many are coming and that's how many meals will be prepared. 
Get your registration in now, the flyer and registration form 
were in a recent newsletter, you can download a form from our 
website <www.rootsweb.com/~flindigs> or pick one up at the 
library.  Great information, a tasty lunch, door prizes and all in a 
tremendous setting in the state-of-the-art Richardson Center on 
the Vero Beach campus of IRCC. 

Pete Kersey, Program Chairman/Past President 

*************************************************** * 
The WELSH SOCIETY of the Treasure Coast meets 
monthly for social activities. The next event will be a picnic in 
Riverside Park on Feb 9. On March 2 there will be a St. David’s 
Day luncheon. For information contact Trudy Howells 321-951-
2073 or Bill Griffiths 567-3554. 

*************************************************** * 

QUAKER GIG - will meet Wednesday, February 15th.  The 
group meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month, 1-2PM, in the 
AIS room of the library. The group is focusing on the Quaker 
role in the Underground Railroad.  Find out what role your 
Quaker ancestor played in this movement! 

*************************************************** * 

POSTCARD BOOK COMMITTEE : 
The meeting of the postcard book committee is tentatively set 
for Tuesday, February 14th, at 12 noon (after the IRGS general 
meeting) in the workroom of the Genealogy Dept.  Remember to 
come in and look at the postcards, and do the copying.  We are 
ready to start making selections. 

*************************************************** * 

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS :   If you did NOT re-
ceive an email from me regarding our January meeting it is be-
cause I do not have your correct email address. Please contact 
me at <DonnaWalt@aol.com> with your email address if you 
would like to receive monthly meeting reminders and special 
announcements like HeritageQuest Online Home Access.  Thank 
you.          

Donna Walt Nightingale, Membership Chair 
*************************************************** * 
BEGINNER’S CLASS:  A new class will start up again on 
March 23. Registration form can be found on page 11.  
 
*************************************************** * 
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If you would like your society announcements published in the IRGS 
newsletter, please send complete information: exact name of the 
group, date, time, place, contact person with email or telephone 
number to my email: cygne1@comcast.net 
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GENEATEALOGY (DNA) with  
Megan Smolenyak Smolenyak 

Saturday, March 18, 2006 
12:00 noon - 3:45 pm 

Trinity Evangelical Presbyterian Church 
5150 Oleander Avenue, White City, FL 

 
Topics are: 

Trace Your Roots with DNA 
Beyond DNA: Your Genetic Genealogy Options 

Early Registration $20.00 
After March 1, 2006 $25.00 

Cost Includes refreshments at Break 
Sponsored by the Treasure Coast Genealogical Society 
Pick up registration form in the Genealogy Department 

 
******************************************* 
WOULD YOU LIKE YOUR CHILDREN OR 
GRANDCHILDREN TO LEARN MORE 
ABOUT FAMILY HISTORY? There is a new web site 
< http://www.acpl.lib.in.us/children/genealogy.html> by the 
Allen County Public library in Ft. Wayne, Indiana that has com-
piled a list of books in four categories: Picture Books, Chapter 
Books, Non Fiction Books and Parent/Teacher Resources / Non-
Print Materials. It is a list of books designed to get kids excited 
about family history. Some of the titles are available in our li-
brary such as: 
¨ Tanya’s Reunion by Valerie Flournoy 
¨ Seven Brave Women by Betsy Gould Hearne 
¨ Lucy’s Family Tree by Karen Halvorsen Schreck 
¨ Search for the Shadowman by Joan Lowery Nixon 
¨ Homeplace by Anne Shelby 
¨ Rosy Cole Discovers America by Sheila Greenwald 
¨ The Keepsake Chest by Katherine Wilson Precek 
¨ Through the eyes of your ancestors : a step-by-step guide to 

uncovering your family's history by Maureen Taylor 
 
*******************************************  

ITALIANS—ROOTS IN THE BOOT is a non profit 
organization dedicated to learning about Italian family history 
and culture. A conference is planned for Pittsburgh, PA on 14-
15 July at the University of Pittsburgh campus. The keynote 
speaker will be nationally renowned speaker and author Dr. 
John Phillip Colletta who has written many books on Italian 
research. Web site: <http://www.rootsintheboot.org/> 
 
******************************************* 
ENGLAND - DOES YOUR FAMILY HAVE A 
CRIMINAL PAST? 
<http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/news/stories/27.htm> 
Judges' reports on criminals from 1783 to 1830 are currently 
being catalogued by The National Archives (London) and could 
shed some light on your family's shady past. 

***************************************************
MAIDEN NAMES IN SCOTLAND —Lots of great 
information in the recent issue of the Journal of the International 
Society for British Genealogy and Family History British Con-
nections, Vol. 6, Issue 4, Oct-Dec 2005. Another article in the 
same issue is called Scottish “Term Days” Festivals, Dating, 
and the Gregorian Calendar. 

******************************************* 
NEW Internet Genealogy Magazine will be available soon 
& the first issue is inside the current issue of Family Chronicle. 
***************************************************  
PAMELA BOYER PORTER will be speaking at the 
Florida Southern College in Lakeland on March 4, 2006. Her 
topics will include: 
¨ What’s at the County Courthouse? 
¨ Rogues & Rascals: Divorced, Litigious, and Downright 

Criminal Relatives! 
¨ Did He Serve? Researching Military Records 
¨ Digitizing Your Way to Organization 
Registration form can be picked up in the genealogy depart-
ment. The cost is $40.00 prior to February 24. 

5�#���
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MAKE COMMENTS AND CORRECTIONS ON ANCESTRY.COM! 
Have you found that your surname was indexed incorrectly? If so, you can now tell Ancestry about the spelling and include your 
source information. Then, both 
spellings of the surname become 
searchable. As you can see in the 
screen shot below, there is a com-
ment icon next to the name. This 
indicates that a comment or correc-
tion as been added to the record. 
Also, when you view a search re-
sult, you will see a list of page tools 
on the right-hand side of the web page. Click on the link for comments and corrections. More detailed information can be found at 
the following web page:  <http://www.ancestry.com/learn/library/article.aspx?article=10850> 
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DUTCH RESEARCH at the Central Bureau of 
Genealogy at the Hague <http://www.cbg.nl/>  “The 
'Centraal Bureau voor Genealogie' (Central Bureau for Geneal-
ogy - CBG) is the Dutch information and documentation center 
for genealogy, family history and related sciences.” This is the 
place to start your research in the Netherlands. From their web 
site, below is a listing of their collections: 
¨ an extensive library (100,000 volumes) including publica-

tions on genealogy, heraldry, and regional and local history. 
Most publications are in dutch, others in different foreign 
languages. Our foreign publications cover countries of im-
portance in dutch emigration and immigration. 

¨ about 60,000 files containing genealogical manuscripts, 
biographical data, etc., from the work of hundreds of ama-
teur and professional genealogists. 

¨ millions of newspaper cuttings, and family announcements 
of births, marriages and deaths (from about 1795 to the pre-
sent). 

¨ primary genealogical data on microfilm, i.e. copies of thou-
sands of registers of births, baptisms, marriages and burials 
in the Netherlands, the former Dutch East- and West-Indies, 
and the border areas of the Netherlands. 

¨ copies of the population registration up to about 1910, and 
the personal record cards used in the population registration 
from 1939 to 1994. However, only the cards of the deceased 
are stored at the CBG. Registration after 1994 was elec-
tronic, and the information therefore reaches the Bureau in 
that form. 

 
*************************************************** * 
THE GENEALOGY GUYS PODCAST 
 <http://genealogyguys.com/> A weekly show where you can 
listen to a variety of genealogy topics discussed by George G. 
Morgan and Drew Smith. -- well known and knowledgeable 
genealogists.  It is very simple to do -- just double click and your 
media player should pop up and start playing. Don’t know what 
is Podcasting? See a recent article in Genealogical Computing 
written by Drew Smith, Vol.  
 
*************************************************** *
IMMIGRANT ANCESTORS PROJECT 
<http://immigrants.byu.edu/> From their web site “The Immi-
grant Ancestors Project, sponsored by the Center for Family 
History and Genealogy at Brigham Young University, uses emi-
gration registers to locate information about the birthplaces of 
immigrants in their native countries, which is not found in the 
port registers and naturalization documents in the destination 
countries. Volunteers working with scholars and researchers at 
Brigham Young University are creating a database of millions of 
immigrants based on these emigration registers.” A very inter-
esting project. For more detailed information, see Association of 
Professional Genealogists Quarterly, Vol. 20, No. 4, December 
2005, p. 151-155. 
 

GOOGLE BOOKS! <http://books.google.com/ > 
Earlier this year Google announced a very ambitious project to 
scan and digitize millions of old books and make them available 
to everyone. That project is now bearing fruit: thousands of his-
tory and genealogy books have been scanned and are now avail-
able. 
 
The Google Book Search allows you to search the full text of 
books. Many older books that are out of copyright are available 
in their entirety. Newer books that are still under copyright are 
also available online but typically will display only the page that 
contains the reference you seek, plus a page or two before and 
after. If the user wants to read more, a reference often is given as 
to where the book may be purchased. 
 
*************************************************** * 
THE GOODMAN CLEARINGHOUSE: Experi-
ences in Researching in Court Houses 
 <http://www.bcpl.net/~dmg/courthouse.htm>  “If you had a 
certain experience in a court house, be it good or bad, here is the 
place to share it with others. In doing this, we can share with 
other researchers what to expect before they make that trip.” 
This is very interesting to read the variety of experiences that 
genealogists across the country encountered when visiting a 
court house. Some accounts are totally ridiculous while others 
had an excellent experience. It is important to know the law 
when requesting a public record from a facility that is funded by 
tax payers. The majority of the time, you have a right to most 
records. 
 
*************************************************** * 
JMK GENEALOGY GIFTS STORE 
 <http://www.cafepress.com/jmkbooks/> Lots of new sayings 
and quotes that can be put on t-shirts, sweatshirts, mugs, steins, 
tote bags, mousepads, etc. 
 
*************************************************** * 
ONLINE MILITARY INDEXES & RECORDS by 
Joe Beine: <http://www.militaryindexes.com/index.html>  
This website is a directory of links to online military indexes and 
records for USA genealogy research. Included are rosters, data-
bases of soldiers, and listings of military and war casualties. 
Also included are some links to sources for military records in 
other countries (for World War I & II).  
 
*************************************************** * 
MINNESOTA BIRTH CERTIFICATES ONLINE  
<http://people.mnhs.org/BCI/> The Minnesota Historical Soci-
ety is slowly putting online an index to births which you can pay 
$8 with a credit card. An email will be sent to you providing you 
with a web site link to retrieve a non-certified digital image 
online. Currently the index covers 1900-1911. Subsequent years 
will be added every few months. 
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FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY  
MICROFILM CHARGE IS NOW $5.50 

The microfilm circulation loan fees will be changed effective for 
all shipments beginning 15 January 2006.  
¨ Loan fees for microfilm will change from $3.25 to $5.50.  
¨ All renewals, including films ordered at the $3.25 fee, will 

be renewed at the new rate of $5.50.  
¨ Microfiche fees will remain at 15¢ per fiche. This is not 

applicable at our library since we are not allowed to order 
microfiche. 

*************************************************** * 
HERITAGEQUEST ONLINE IS  

NOW AVAILABLE FROM HOME 
You can now access HeritageQuest Online by using your Indian 
River County Library card. What is available?  
1) Census records (1790-1930) 
2) Revolutionary war pension and bounty-land records 
3) 25,000 books  
4) Index to 1.6 million genealogy articles (PERSI) 
5) Freedman’s Bank records (1865-1874) 
 
All you have to do is follow the instructions below: 
1. Go To: http://www.indian-river.lib.fl.us/ (Indian River 

County Main Library web site) 
2. Click "Online Databases" (Top of the page) 
3. Click on "Genealogy" 
4. Look for “HeritageQuest Online by ProQuest” and click on 

the red words "Home Access" 
5. Type in the barcode that is located on your library card. 
 
NOTICE : Please be aware that all census indexes are NOT 
available, but you can view all images of every census. 
 
*************************************************** * 

BRAND NEW at HeritageQuest Online 
Freedman’s Bank Records (1865-1874) 

Originally a microfilm publication located at the National Ar-
chives, this collection of 55 volumes is now scanned in and 
searchable by all names.  It contains signatures and personal in-
formation about depositors in 29 branch offices of the Freed-
man’s Savings and Trust company. It was established March 3, 
1865 in Washington D.C. for the benefit of freed slaves. By 
1874, the company failed. The information contained in many of 
the registers include: name of depositor, date of entry, place 
born, place brought up, residence, age, complexion, name of 
employer or occupation, wife or husband, children, father, 
mother, brothers and sisters, remarks and signature. Some of the 
early books contain the former master or mistress and the name 
of the plantation. The library owns the Florida microfilm copy 
only. 

DVD BURNERS ARE NOW LOCATED IN  
COMPUTERS AT THE LIBRARY 

You can now take home family files that you found on our Inter-
net subscription. All you need to do is burn them to a CD-R that 
you have brought in from home.   
 
*************************************************** * 

NEW BOOKS 
ALABAMA 
Family Maps (Homestead Edition) of Blount, Cherokee, 
Crenshaw, Jackson, Perry, Winston Counties 
The Heritage of Baldwin, Lowndes Counties 
CANADA 
Miller’s Manual, A Research Guide to the Major French-
Canadian Genealogical Resources 
Links to Your Canadian Past, Vol. 1-3 
FAMILY HISTORY 
The Teaford Families of America 
The Huntington Family in America, 2nd supplement to the genea-
logical memoir of 1915 
FLORIDA 
Dodgertown, Images of Baseball 
Palm Beach, An Architectural Legacy 
Surviving the Wilds of Florida 
Florida Landscapes, Through the Eyes of the Buckner Brothers 
Land of Sunshine, State of Dreams 
You know you’re in Florida when… 
Hemingway’s Hurricane, the Great Florida Keys Storm of 1935 
Trembling Earth, A Cultural History of the Okefenokee Swamp 
GENERAL 
Above and Beyond, Former Marines Conquer the Civilian World 
Draper Manuscripts: Thomas Sumter, Frontier Wars and Ken-
tucky Papers on microfilm 
ILLINOIS 
Family Maps of Brown Franklin Hancock Knox Rock Island 
Union White Counties 
INDIANA 
Family Maps of Decatur, Dubois, Elkhart, Morgan, Orange, Put-
nam, Rush, Scott, Shelby Counties 
Dearborn County, Pictorial History, Vol. 2, 1940-1945 
ITALY 
Italians to America, April-October 1902 
KENTUCKY 
History of Elliot County, 1869-1990, Vol. II 
See also Draper Manuscripts above under General 
LOUISIANA 
Family Maps of Bossier, Claiborne, Union Parish 
MARYLAND 
Prince George’s County, Wills:  1835-1843, 1818-1822, 1823-
1827, 1828-1834, 1844-July 1854, Liber TT 1808-1812, Liber 
TT, 1813-1817 
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MICHIGAN 
Family Maps of Kalamazoo, Kent, & Oakland Counties 
MILITARY 
Records Relating to Confederate Naval and Marine Personnel: 
Hospital & Prison Records of Naval and Marine Personnel – 7 
Reels – M260 
Index to compiled Service Records of Volunteer Union Soldiers 
who Served in the Veteran Reserve Corps - 44 Reels – M636 
Alphabetical Card Name Indexes to the Compiled Service Re-
cords of Volunteer Soldiers who Served in Union Organizations 
not Raised by States or Territories, Excepting the Veterans Re-
serve Corps and the U.S. Colored Troops – 36 Reels – M1290 
Civil War Times Illustrated – Vol. 19-33 - Microfilm 
MISSISSIPPI 
Family Maps of Attala, Holmes, Lawrence, Leake, Neshoba, 
Newton, Noxubee, Pike, Yalobusha, Yazoo Counties 
MISSOURI 
Family Maps of Boone, Camden, Franklin, Jackson, Madison, 
Newton, Pettis, Ste. Genevieve, Texas Counties 
NEW YORK 
Tales of the Old Dutch Graveyard 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Heritage of Swain County 
Heritage of Person County, Vol. III, 2001 
Heritage of Alexander County, Vol. I 1986 
OREGON 
A Pictorial History of Roseburg, Oregon 
PENNSYLVANIA 
History of Sticks, Pennsylvania (Formerly Hetricks Tavern and 
Post Office)  
Frontier Forts of Pennsylvania, Vol. I  
The following books were donated by Dr. John Getz: 
York [County] Since 1741 
Brodbecks and Green Ridge, Nearly Forgotten, Two Early 
Pennsylvania Villages 
Glenville, Pennsylvania, Then and Now, 1835-2004, Earlier 
Known as Klinefeltersville 
Index to the Taxables of Hanover and Heidelberg Township, 
York County, Pa, 1750-1817 
Tombstone Inscriptions from St. Mary’s Cemetery, Silver Run, 
MD, with Everyname Index 
RHODE ISLAND 
River Bend Cemetery, formed in 1849 as the Westerly Cemetery 
Company 
SWEDEN 
Index to the Swedish Pioneer Historical Quarterly and the Swed-

ish-American Historical quarterly, 1950-2002 
Olof Wijik’s North American Diary of 1829 
Olof Stille in New Sweden, the Stille Family in America, 1641-
1772 
TENNESSEE 
Heritage of Morgan County, 1817-1999 
Families and History of Sullivan County, Vol. I 1779-1992 
VIRGINIA 
Bicentennial Heritage, Grayson County, Virginia, 1793 
Nelson County Virginia Heritage, 1807-2000 
Rockbridge County, Virginia Heritage Book, 1778-1997 
Patrick County Virginia Heritage Book, 1791-1999 
Augusta County, Virginia Heritage Book, 1732-1998 
Floyd County Virginia 
Craig County Heritage Book 
Botetourt County, Virginia Heritage Book 1770-2000 
Another Album of Tazewell County, Part I 
Old Homes of Hanover County Virginia 
Giles County, Virginia History-Families Vol. II 
Appomattox County, The Heart of Virginia 
Princess Anne County and Virginia Beach, a pictorial history 
Revolutionary War Pension Applications o(�Southwest Virginia 
Soldiers 
Birth Records of Wythe County, Virginia 1865-1872 
Divorces of Wythe County, Virginia, 1816-1886 
Soldiers of Fincastle County, Virginia 1774 
Early Adventures on the Western Waters, Vol. 1-5 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Harrison County Heritage, 1794-1995 
Heritage of Braxton County and Webster County 
Williamson Area Heritage Book, 1996 
Summersville Pictorial History, 1820-1991 
Part of Summersville Past, Taken from Nicholas Chronicle 
Lewis County, Her People and Places 
Dehue History Book Logan County, 1916-1994 
Sistersville High School History, 1899-1993 
The Bridge, Gateway to Whitewater 
History of Gilmer County, 1845-1989 
Murder Mayhem Hydrophobia (and just plain ‘ol dying in Cen-
tral West Virginia) 
St. Albans History 
In Their Footsteps, Explorers, Warriors, Capitalists, and Politi-
cians of West Virginia 
WISCONSIN 
Family Maps of Chippewa, Clark, Dodge, Fond du Lac, Sheboy-
gan County 

SIGN UP FOR CLASSES AT THE LIBRARY . Call 770-5060, ask for Cindy x139 or Pam x108. 

Beginner’s Introduction to Genealogy — Feb 14, 1-3 pm and Feb 15, 5:30-7:30 pm 
Library Tours 2 PM — Feb 12 and 19  
Microfilm Workshop 11 AM — Feb 13 
 

We shall not cease from exploration and the end of all our exploring will be to arrive 
where we started and know the place for the first time.  T.S. Eliot 
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� The regular meeting of the Indian River Genealogical 
Society was held on this date in the Main Library.  The meeting 
was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by President Cindy Davis.  
President Davis declared that a quorum was present with 73 
members.    The following visitors were recognized:  Martha 
Watson, Kay Wigner, and Juanita McKnight .  President 
Davis then recognized the Past Presidents that were in atten-
dance: Pete Kersey, John Getz, Dick Olney, Pam Cooper, Jim 
Runnels, and Bill Young. 

Minutes Approval:  The Minutes of the December 13, 
2005, meeting were approved as published in the newsletter.  

Treasurer’s Report:  As a stand in for Treasurer, Ellen 
Stanley, Tom Garvey presented the Society’s financial report, 
which was submitted for filing for audit. 

Vice President: Patti Kirk recommended that everyone 
reflect on their achievements in 2005 and set genealogy goals for 
2006.  Patti reviewed the scheduled Society happenings in Janu-
ary and February.  Also mentioned that listings with email, ad-
dresses and phone numbers of the 2006 Officers and Committee 
Chairmen were available on the table against the wall. 

Corresponding Secretary:  Suzy Bromwell reported 
that a condolence card was sent to the family of former member 
Jack Standell.  A get-well card was circulated for signature to be 
sent to Lola  Sloan. 

 Standing Committees:   
Program:  Pete Kersey announced that, Ann Staley will 

speak on the subject “Genealogy on the Internet” for the Febru-
ary program.  For April, “Ask the Experts” will feature a panel 
of member genealogy experts.  Pete urged all members to think 
of really tough questions for the panel. Pete Kersey reminded 
members to get their money in for the February seminar on 
2/11/2006 to be presented by Donna Moughty at IRCC. 

Education Chair:  Diane Macgowan, reported the 
Swedish, Irish, Quaker, Polish and French-Canadian, and Quaker 
GIGs are continuing. Beginners Classes and Night Owls start 
this month.   

Newsletter: Pam Cooper queried members.  All but one 
received their copy of the newsletter. 

Library:   Our new chairperson, Pat Rand, reviewed the 
goals of her committee (1) provide direction to Library on new 
books desired by members, (2) organize Society archives in 
boxes, (3) update Society scrapbook.  Pat mentioned she espe-
cially would like help from some of the early members because 
they could help identifying older photographs. 

Pam Cooper stated the LDS had just notified the Li-
brary that the fee for microfilm rental was increased from $3.25 
to $5.50.  CD burners are being installed on all the computers.  
To use, bring your own blank CD’S.  Heritage Quest is now 
available from home computers with internet connection at no 
cost by using your library card bar code number.  Special recog-
nition and awards were made to the following outstanding volun-

teers of the past year: Jan Gay, Jim Runnels, Yayoi Kearns, 
Libby Bayliss, Peg Flanegan, Walt Dunn, Pat Kropeke, and 
Aurie Morrison.  Their volunteer efforts over many years has 
contributed greatly to the growth and effectiveness of the History 
and Genealogy Section. 

Membership:  Co-chairs, Donna Nightingale and 
Marge Evans announced we had gotten 35 new membership 
renewals this morning.  Please register any new email addresses.  

Public Relations:  Mary Mitchell reported that she 
“keeps on trying” and had done very well this past month.  Also, 
the Society participation in the Cultural Advisory Council is very 
beneficial. 

Refreshments:  A sign-up sheet was circulated for 
members to bring refreshments to the meetings. 

Post Card:  Suzy Bromwell announced that the Board 
had approved using Arcadia to produce a 128 page book with 2 
post cards per page.  The next committee meeting will be Janu-
ary 17.   

Church Records:  Pete Kersey needs volunteers to 
continue this ongoing project.  The information developed can 
be of significant interest to genealogists across the US.  

New Business: President Davis feels the Society should 
mount a strong “reach out” program offering a mentoring service 
to help people just starting to assemble their genealogy heritage. 
Volunteers willing to spend just a few hours should contact 
Cindy. 

Incoming President Davis adjourned the meeting for a 
refreshment break at 10:30 a.m. 

Program: The meeting reconvened at 11:00 a.m. with 
the introduction of the program by Cindy Davis.  A presentation 
was made by Pam Cooper about the Homestead Act and Galusha 
A. Grow who was responsible for its passage.   

President Cindy Davis announced the next meeting as 
February 14, 2006, at the Main Library.  The next Board meeting 
is scheduled for January 17, 2005.   

There being no further business, the 
meeting was adjourned at 12 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted:   

Tom Garvey 

 
ATTENTION MEMBERS :   
This is your last newsletter if you have not paid your 
2006 dues. LOOK AT YOUR LABEL . If you see a  
“$”,this indicates your dues have NOT been received. 
 
HURRY, WE DON’T WANT TO LOSE YOU! 
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