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Here we are at the end of 
the year already, and what 
a year it has been!! We all 
enjoyed another fantastic 
Family History Month in 
October; heard news from 
around the Genealogy 

world in September; learned how to find those 
female ancestors with Ann Osisek; watched a 
video about creating a heritage album; partici-
pated in putting on a successful Valentine semi-
nar with Donna Moughty and much more. When 
I think of the common denominator among all of 
our programs, I see the education factor. I like 
that, for more than one reason! First and fore-
most, education is one of the Society objectives 
outlined in the IRGS bylaws, Article II, 2.1.1: 
Provide instruction on methods of researching, 
organizing, indexing, retrieving, preserving and 
disseminating genealogical information and 

records, through programs, classes and semi-
nars. I think the Program Committee and the 
Board did pretty well in meeting that objective. I 
thank you all for a job well done!! Secondly, 
learning makes me feel alive. From the very first 
IRGS meeting I attended where I heard Mary 
Mitchell speak about oral histories, I knew this 
group was where I belonged. During the last five 
years I have learned so much about the right way 
to do genealogical research and had such fun 
doing so! Finally, serving as your President this 
last year has been so personally rewarding to 
me. Yes, I learned some lessons, but I hope that 
I gave you as much as I got. I have often said 
that the best thing about genealogists is that all 
they want to do is tell you everything they 
know!! Thank you for all that you have shared 
and for the opportunity to do my favorite 
thing…Learn!! 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, ya’ll!!! 

Just come to the December meeting and see how much you know about 
celebrating such holidays as Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, St. Lucia’s 
Day, and New Year’s, as well as some that are not so familiar.  If you re-
member the genealogy game show a few years ago, the format will be the 
same.  We’ll divide into four teams and you’ll select the answer - A, B, C, 
or D. There will be four team captains and a scorekeeper.  Tom Garvey will 
handle the computer and Nancy Garvey will emcee.  The members of the 
team with the best score will win wonderful prizes, as close to $1,000,000 
as the Society can afford!  Come at 9:30 to visit; the meeting starts at 10:00 

with wonderful homemade holiday goodies to follow. 

Start your Holiday Celebration with IRGS. 

9:30 a.m. is our time to socialize with our friends. At 10:00 am will be the business meeting fol-
lowed by refreshments and the program. Contact Pete Kersey for questions and information. 
Email: petenoel@comcast.net.          

All Guests are Welcomed! 

��������	������
���

IRGS PROGRAM     1 

President’s Message 1 

Calendar 2 

 IRGS Member  
Profile 

3 

Web Sites That May 
Help You 
Maps, Maps, Maps 

4 

Upcoming Events 
Postcard Book  
Update 

5 

 Land Speculators 
Maps, continued 

6 

From the Library 8-9 

Minutes of IRGS  
Meeting 

10 

Nominating  
Committee Report 
Computer Frustration 

11 

Officers 12 

Webmaster’s Corner 
Maps continued 

7 

SO YOU WANT TO BE A MILLIONAIRE! �

�
������������
��
�����������������������

IRGS BANNER 

�����������������

����� �
����!�

���������������������������� ���	
��	�	��
���������	
��	�	��
���������	
��	�	��
���������	
��	�	��
������
�
��	����	���	��	
�
��	����	���	��	
�
��	����	���	��	
�
��	����	���	��	
� ��� "�#$��%&���$�'�

A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR: 
 The reason you have received this newsletter late is because at the time of preparation, I 
had to rush to Wisconsin to be by my mother’s side who is in critical condition. My five siblings 
and I are very grateful for your thoughts and prayers. 
 It has been my greatest pleasure to work on “your” newsletter these past few years. Many 
of you may not know, but I was the editor in 1989-1992. So, this is my second time around with 
totally different technology. Remember the days of cut and paste? I am not talking about on the 
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DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION (DAR) We're having a 
Christmas Party!  St. Sebastian Chapter DAR 
will meet Dec 9.  The members and guests will 
be entertained by the Gospel Singers - Wel-
come Notes, presented by Clara Baldwin.  
Guests are welcome.  Hostesses providing 
lunch will be Ruth Ashe and Clara Baldwin.  
The brunch and laying of the wreath ceremony 
on Veteran's Day at Barefoot Bay was very 
well attended. For more information, contact 
Elaine Johnson, Regent, at 589-4978. 
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION (DAR), Treasure Coast 
Chapter, will hold it's meeting on Sat. Dec 9, at 
Bent Pine Golf Club. Note change of day for 
this meeting. Registration is at 11AM, meeting 
begins at 11:30 AM, lunch is served at Noon. 
Luncheon selection: Hot Open Faced Turkey 
Sandwich or Chicken Caesar salad. Reserva-
tions are required and may be made by sending 
a check for $16.25 made out to TCC to Sondra 
Lee at 1927 Ocean Ridge Circle, Vero Beach, 
FL 32963-2731. Tele: 234-2608. Please mark 
your luncheon selection in the memo area of 
your check. Deadline is Dec 6. Scheduled pro-
gram is chapter member Terri McSweeney 
speaking and demonstrating Quilts and Needle-
work. Monetary gifts for Tamassee students 
may be made. For further information contact 
Cora Sjogren-Welch. Regent, at 772-567-9134; 
or email <csjogwel@digital.net>. 
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION (DAR) Cora Stickney Harper 
Chapter will meet Nov. 9 at the Panther Woods 
Country Club in Ft. Pierce. Gathering time 11 
AM and lunch at 11:30. Speaker  Veronica 
Hulich, WWII Wave, will speak on Veterans. 
In Vero Beach call Pat Blaga, 589-4290, in Ft. 
Pierce, call, Janel Cohen, 772-466-3450 or 
dreamhorse631@hotmail.com  
STEPHEN HOPKINS COLONY OF 
FLORIDA MAYFLOWER DESCEN-
DANTS next meeting will be noon on Tues-
day, Feb 13, at The Carriage House Restaurant. 
Speaker will be a report 
on Isaac Allerton by 
Alvene Watson. Contact: 
Au r i e  W .  M o r r i -
son  gnut1@earthlink.net 
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12 IRGS Program 9:30 am to Noon and IRGS  
Contact Pete Kersey Email: <petenoel@comcast.net> 

14 Irish GIG 1-3 PM in the Library History Room 
Contact Bill Murphy <wclhmurphy@bellsouth.net> 

19 IRGS Board Meeting 1-3 PM - Library History Room 
Contact Cindy Davis <ourtimes2@bellsouth.net> 

21 Polish GIG 3-5 PM in the Library History room 
Contact Marg Putzke <jmputzke@bellsouth.net> 

21 French Canadian GIG 1-3 pm in the AIS room. Contact  
Donna Nightingale Email: <Donnawalt@aol.com> or 978-0107 

NOTE:  
If you would like your society announcements published in the next IRGS newsletter, 
please send complete information five weeks before the society meeting. Include: exact 
name of the group, date, time, place, contact person with email or telephone number. 
Email us at <calendar@irgs.org> 

Computer Special Interest Group (SIG) 
The PAF5 Computer SIG will function this year on an individual basis. Call 
John Getz 231-1767 or email <loisbruckheimer@comcast.net> or Call John 
Hendricks 562-4362 or email <HendricksJS@comcast.net> for individual ap-
pointments at the library or a house call. 
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THE TREASURE BOX  

I was born and raised in Auburn, MA, a small town outside of 
Worcester, MA. Both my parents were born in Newport 
County, RI. Mother from Middletown, raised on a farm. Dad 
was a city boy raised in Newport. 
 
When my parents had both died, I came into 
possession of a hand carved box --- Grandpa 
Thompson’s Box. (My father’s grandfather. I 
also received the large Victorian photos of 
great grandfather Noah Thompson and his 
wife, Rachel who was from Newport. 
 
Her father, Noah Thompson has always been 
a mystery man even though we knew a lot 
about him. He lived in Newport, ran a fishing 
business with a fleet of ships, he and Rachael 
had 16 children, 12 survived. And we knew 
Noah Thompson was not his birth name. We 
only knew his last name might have been 
Perdomo, and he was born in the Canary Is-
lands. 
 
The treasure box contained receipts for sales 
of ships, or boats, receipts for items from 
when he built his home on Thames Street, Newport; some pho-
tos of Mexicans in 1915 at the time of the revolution; a birth 
announcement about a baby born to his daughter (another mys-
tery); some valentines; a newspaper; a photo of my grand-
mother holding a baby, my father, Noah and Rachel’s first 
grandchild. It looks to be a baptismal photo from 1904. 
 
One item of interest in this treasure box was a large document 
in a foreign language, which I have since learned is an ancient 
form of Spanish. One translation of it, told me it was a passport 
from Cuba to New York for D. Jose Perdomo, the D. denoting 
Don, a term for a nobleman, his wife and two children, in April, 
1867. He was 27 years of age, black hair and eyebrows, skin 
was “brunette.” Who was this person?? And why is this docu-

ment in Noah’s personal box? And what am I to do with it? 
Pam Cooper and Dr. Eugene Lyon helped me to learn more 
about the history at that time. It was just as the ten year war was 
gearing up, and passage from Cuba was more restrictive. 

 
Looking through some papers recently, I 
found an obituary for Noah, from the Newport 
Daily News, 2 Feb 1929. It tells of Noah born 
in Las Palmas, Canary Islands, where his par-
ents had gone from Spain. He had been a boy 
when he began on ships, first came to Newport 
as a minor, (age 13) then went back to seago-
ing in the West Indies trades, and it gave tow 
of his ship captains names. 
 
My theory now is that Noah is the person on 
the document, and Jose Perdomo is his real 
name. They did have one child by that name 
who died young. Possibly they had gone to 
Cuba to visit family after the birth of his first 
child, Louisa, and while there, the son Charles 
Augustas was born. These might be the two 
children on the passport. 
 
Following traditional genealogy procedures, I 
had checked birth and death records, censuses, 

talked to family, and friends in Newport. I found many varia-
tions in the birth date and no real marriage record. It was not 
until I started a timeline on Noah Thompson and Jose Perdomo 
that I realized their birth years was about the same. The 1870 
census shows Noah as age 30, which would make him 27 years 
in 1867. If indeed he was of Spanish nobility, or of social/
political prominence, he probably did what many have done, 
and defected to the U. S. changed his name, became anony-
mous. 
 
Future research will include the ships passenger and crew lists 
for their return to the states, locating Noah’s birth record in Ca-
nary Islands, birth record in Cuba for Charles A…. 

computer but with real glue!! I had an excellent mentor who scolded me often. She would shake her finger at me and say “You just 
can’t say (or do) that!” Vivian Block is living in New York now, but I think of her often and thank her for the excellent advice and 
education that she provided me. Now, I need to move on again.  
 The demands and responsibility of my job has changed direction. We are focusing more on providing an archival safe en-
vironment for Indian River County historical documents. Numerous local and sometimes national businesses and publishers contact 
us on a regular basis. You may have noticed that there is a local history article in every publication of the Vero Beach Magazine. 
Most of the resources are from our collection. Recently, I was asked by the Marcia Little-John television show to provide an eight 
minute local history segment each month.  I did the first one in November. 
 I am happy to announce that cj Madigan has agreed to step in and take over the production and design of the newsletter. I 
will continue to contribute articles. I encourage all our members to please help her by sending genealogy items that you find inter-
esting and helpful to other researchers. My favorite part of genealogy many of you may have heard me express numerous times is 
Genealogy is truly an education and it is for sharing. I love to share my knowledge and this publication is the best way to do that. 

 

I hope all of you have a wonderful Holiday Season!   Pam Cooper 
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 VITAL RECORDS OF ENGLAND  
TO GO ONLINE SOON! 

The General Register Office (GRO) in England has announced 
that a contract has been signed to digitize the birth, marriage, 
and death certificates that start in July 1837. For more informa-
tion see <http://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/news/
Dove_contract_signed.asp> 
  
These are crucial records for finding and documenting fami-
lies. Indexes are available on film or fiche in select libraries. 
Searching is tedious because each year has four A-Z indexes, 
one for each quarter of the year. A recent online project, 
FreeBMD, is a quicker way to search an index but is not com-
plete. 
  
Certificates are not available to the public and have to be pur-
chased through the General Register Office. A "green paper" - 
requesting that certificates be released to the public - was sub-
mitted to Parliament more than 15 years ago. It is good news to 
hear that the GRO will make them available 
 
  
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS NEW SEARCH ENGINE 
<http://www.loc.gov/search/new> 
You can now search the largest sections of the Library’s site 
from one search box. This includes 1) U.S. historical and cul-
tural collections (American Memory; 2) Library of Congress 
Online Catalog; 3) Prints and Photographs online catalog; and 4) 
Library of Congress web site. 

 NEW AFRICAN-AMERICAN FAMILY HISTORY 
RESOURCES WEB SITE 

<http://familysearch.org/Eng/home/welcome/site_resources.asp> 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints has launched a 
new web site that will help to make African-American research a 
little easier. It includes 1) Records and Databases; 2) 
FamilySearch Indexing Projects; 3) African American Geneal-
ogy Presentations; 4) Helpful Guides and many other important 
resources. 
 

 BLACK SHEEP INDEX FOR  
THE UNITED KINGDOM 

<http://www.lightage.demon.co.uk> 
Criminals, police, Great War, World War II, mining, railways, 
ships, doctors, churchmen, and “The Demon Drink” all have 
something in common -- they were involved in some sort of ille-
gal activity and it was published in newspapers, journals, etc. It 
does cost to get copies, but not to search the index. 
 

OFFICIAL IMMIGRATION  
RELATED DOCUMENTS 

<http://www.theshipslist.com/Forms/index.htm> 
Passenger Acts, immigration and emigration documents were 
revised many times over the years. The Ships List has a list of 
many documents relating to different countries. This is a great 
way to learn the history of immigration and how it affected your 
ancestors. 
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MULTIMAP 
<www.multimap.com> 

This is a free website and is ex-
tremely easy to use. These two 
samples show the level of detail 
that you can obtain. Key features 
include street-level maps of the 
United Kingdom, Europe, Austra-
lia, New Zealand, Canada, the U.S. 

and a number of cities worldwide; road maps of the world; door-to-door travel directions; aerial photographs with map overlay; and 
local information.  

 
KJA POSTERS AND PRINTS 

<www.rainfall.com> 
How would you like a print of your ancestor’s town from the 19th century? You can purchase from this company four different 
sizes (and custom sizes) on various types of high quality paper. The maps can then be framed or put into your family notebook. The 
website is fully searchable to over 11,000 prints. Maps include Civil War, panoramic, bird’s eye view and railroads. In addition they 
have the following posters: circus, magic, sci-fi, WPA, landscapes which includes prints of passenger ships, theatrical, Broadway, 
World War I, hodge podge, classic art, vintage French, movie, baseball and North American Indians.  
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CITY DIRECTORIES  

... a wealth of genealogy information 
December 1 

Time: 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM 
Place: Library History Room 
Contact:  Patti Kirk 567-7463  OR  <ckirkfirst@comcast.net> 
Registration: Required 
Class Time: 1 1/2 hours 
 
This will be a fun class! Bring your enthusiasm and we'll supply 
the research materials. Each student will work some research on 
a Vero Beach resident. We'll teach you all the tricks to these 
valuable books. Many times you can tear down a brick wall 
based on the published material. 

 

MENTORING 
December 4 and 11  

If you need help with your genealogy come to our mentoring 
program at the library. 
Location: Genealogy Department at the Main Library 
Time:  3:00 - 7:00 PM 
Contact:    Patti  Kirk <ckirkfirst@comcast.net> or  567-7463 or 
Donna Nightingale <donnawalt@aol.com>, 978-0107 

 

PROBATE RECORDS 
Field trip to the Indian River County Court House probate office 
where we will retrieve copies of a probate records. During our 
class time, at the library, we will discuss and transcribe these 
documents. This will be interesting, educational and a motivat-
ing class to further our knowledge of hidden information of our 

ancestors. 
Date: December 8, 2006 
Time: 10:00 AM to 12:30 PM 
Place: Meet in the library parking lot at 10:00 AM 
Contact:  Patti Kirk 567-7463  OR  <ckirkfirst@comcast.net> 
Registration: Required - only EIGHT (8) can attend. 

 

 SAVE THESE DATES  
FEBRUARY 8 AND 10, 2007 

Your society is giving you a free night where you will hear one 
of the most knowledgeable speakers in the country. Pam Porter 
is our Valentine Seminar on Feb 10. More about this in the next 
newsletter. On Thursday night, everyone is invited to hear about 
the following topics: 
Some Real Research Sites on the Internet 
Word Processing Tricks for Genealogists 

 

OLD HATS AND NEW SHOES — TRI-COUNTY 
CONFERENCE 

14 April 2007 
 

Sponsored by Brevard, Indian River and Martin County Geneal-
ogy Societies   
Location: Indian River Community College-Richardson Campus 
Time: 9:00 AM   to 4:00 PM   
Registration starts at 8:15 AM 
Cost :  $15.00          
Lunch : Bring your own brown bag lunch 
Education,  genealogy exchanges, 1920  Prohibition Skit, prizes, 
five programs to further your knowledge and  more! 

The postcard book project, which held its first meeting of com-
mittee members September 13, 2005, is in excellent shape to 
meet its completion deadline of March 14, 2007.  As you will 
remember, this project consists of the publication of a pictorial 
book of early postcards of the Indian River County area, with 
captions containing bits of local history. This book publication 
was contracted with Arcadia Publishing Co., which publishes a 
series of books of this type. The main library contains many of 
their books.  It was felt that this publisher could provide a very 
broad readership of our book. 
 
The book is currently in rough draft form.  Postcards have been 
selected, captions have been written, and the pages have been 
laid out in book page form as they will appear in publication. 
 
There are several final steps to be completed in the next three 
months. There will be a final approval of the postcards chosen, 
with any swap-outs to be discussed and accomplished.  The cap-
tions need to be shortened and improved.   
Accuracy of information provided needs to be double-checked.  
We will be asking several different individuals to review the 

work prior to sending it to the publisher, to remove inaccuracies.  
Then it will be ready to go to the publisher! 
 
Arcadia estimates that it will take them approximately 6 months 
to publish.  That gives us a Fall, 2007 publication date.  Commu-
nity reception of the book has been very positive, and several 
groups have already expressed interest in purchasing copies.  It 
is very gratifying to be part of such a worthwhile and exciting 
project. 
 

Ellen Stanley, Committee Head 
******************************************* 

MAKE SURE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS  
IS UP TO DATE  

Contact Donna Nightingale at  
Donnawalt@aol.com or call 978.0107 

This past year, several emails have bounced back. If you have 
NOT received any emails from Donna regarding IRGS an-
nouncements, please contact her. You do not want to miss a sin-
gle reminder about special programs or offers by IRGS. 
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Land speculators have always played a role in the American land system and came from all walks of life.  While some were 
wealthy, most were average individuals.  The exact definition or interpretation of the term land speculator often varies depending 
on who was answering the question.  Small farmers often viewed them as city dwelling, back-East landowners who made money 
from the land sale, while the farmers could barely afford enough land to support their 
families.  Government officials viewed them as private individuals or groups willing to 
purchase large amounts of land, promote it, and sell individual tracts to individuals, re-
lieving them of some of the issues deal- ing with sales and collection of money.  From a 
genealogical/historical perspective, some would argue that this is am example of the mod-
ern what we now know as the practice of outsourcing. 
 
Land speculators have been identified by a variety of names including land jobbers, 
agents, and brokers.  Regardless of their name, they have functioned as an important part 
of the land transfer process.  The federal government originally intended to sell lands in 
the Northwest Territory to speculators.  The speculators would then handle the sales and 
distribution to the common people.  This was viewed as the most efficient, cheap, and 
equitable long-term option. 
 
Railroad and canal companies are viewed examples of the large groups involved in the land speculation business.  They purchased 
large tracts of land to promote western advancement of transportation.  Farmers often brought their tracts from these corporate enti-
ties.  Later their families often used those same railroads to move west. Individuals were speculators as well.  Although history of-
ten gives us the perception of land in agrarian terms, many cities, town, and villages were founded by individual speculators.  
While some accomplished this task in conjunction with larger entities such as manufacturers, many did so by themselves. 
 
Recipients of military bounty-land warrants rarely settled on their land. Speculators purchased almost all of the warrants and scrip. 
Since bounty-land was generally unavailable for settlement until long after the military service was rendered, it is likely that the 
serviceman getting cash in hand felt like he had gotten the better deal. 
 
Even some of the poorest farmers attempted to engage in land speculation when or if the opportunity arose.  Whether he squatted 
on land hoping for a successful preemption claim, purchased more land than he needed in hopes of an eventual re-sale for profit, 
purchased entries and surveys, or any other related reasons by using the same logic, it is still considered land speculation. 

HISTORIC MAP WORKS 
<www.historicmapworks.com> 

Includes  over 100,000 digital panoramic and aerial-view bird’s eye maps of 19th and 20th century North America. Beginning in 
January, 2007, they will become a subscription site with a yearly fee of $29.99. Currently you can access it free of charge. Other 
services include GPS and GIS-linked address searchable maps. You can carry a handheld GPS to a location, record the lati-
tude/longitude coordinates, enter them into the GPS search function of this website and call up a series of maps showing the 
changes to that place over time. They are adding city directories which can be searched by surname. Currently they have: 
Massachusetts - 1871 Boston and 1901 Barnstable and Yarmouth 
Maine - 1923-24 Casco Bay, 1868, 1871, 1873, 1875, 1877, 1879, 1936 Portland 
New York - 1848 Brooklyn, 1852 New York City and special directories 
 

GAZETTEER OF BRITISH PLACE NAMES 
<http://gazetteer.co.uk> 

Although this is not a site of maps, it is a good place to start when trying to locate a place in Great Britain on a map. The terminol-
ogy and the divisions are not the same as the U.S. The gazetteer provides an index of over 50,000 entries. It lists the historic county 
and the main administrative areas in which each place lies. The aim is to include every settlement (above isolated houses and farm-
steads) which has a distinct name and identity. This includes hamlets, villages, towns and cities. 
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WHAT ARE PANORAMIC MAPS? 
[Abstracted from the Library of Congress American Memory at 
<www.memory.loc.gov>] The panoramic maps were a popular 
cartographic form used to depict U.S. and Canadian cities and 
towns during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 
They are also known as bird’s-eye views, perspective maps and 
aero views. The panoramic maps are nonphotographic represen-
tations of cities portrayed as if viewed from above at an oblique 
angle. What is interesting to genealogists is that they show street 
patterns, individual buildings and major landscape features and 
most often are done for a specific year.  
 
There were five artists who did the bulk of the work: 
1. Albert Ruger (1829-1899) - Born in Prussia, he emigrated to 

the Ohio. In 1866, he settled in Battle Creek, Michigan 
where he began his mapping career. He formed a partnership 
with J. J. Stoner of Madison, Wisconsin and together they 
published numerous city panoramas. 

2. Thaddius Mortimer Fowler (1842-1922) - Born in Lowell, 
Mass his name appears on the greatest number of panoramic 
maps. 

3. Oakley H. Bailey (1843-1947) - born in Mahoning County, 
Ohio and close friend of Fowler. 

4. Lucien R. Burleigh (1853-1923) of Troy, New York, he pub-
lished maps of northeastern U.S. cities 

5. Henry Wellge (1850-1917) - He worked initially for J.J. 
Stoner, but soon started his own business. 

ONLINE NEWSPAPER RESOURCES 
GENEALOGYBANK.COM 
<www.genealogybank.com> 

Another incredible resource to newspapers that are often difficult 
to locate and read. The people at NewsBank who have been a 
library provider of numerous products for many years has now 
ventured out to reach genealogists. For $19.95 per month, you 
can have access to an online search engine of historical newspa-
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Do you like to write?  Are you willing to take on a small research project and perhaps come up with a paragraph or two for the 
Web site?  Or are you good with graphics and have a flair for design?  Would you be interested in creating a poster for a meeting or 
some illustrations for the Web site? 
 
I’m looking for some volunteers who would like to help with our Web site projects, knowledge of HTML and the Internet not re-
quired!   Projects will include finishing our society’s history page, working with the project leaders to create a full page for each 
project or to describe the ones we’ve completed, and small tasks along those lines.  The meeting poster concept is still being 
worked out but is a very exciting possibility. 
 
But it won’t all be assignments and deadlines!  I hope with enough interest that we can hold some informal training sessions and 
perhaps lead into a “how to build” workshop for a family history newsletter, or book, or even web site.  But I’m getting ahead of 
myself.  The first step is to see who is interested and to build from there.  Please drop me a note at <webmaster@irgs.org> telling 
me how you would like to help and what interests you. 

pers from 1690-1977,  however you can search for free any 
name and you will be able to view a small clipping of the article 
to determine if you want to continue. If you have subscribed, 
the article will then highlight your search terms and of course, it 
can be printed with the citation information. 



�����������	

����
�������������������������������� ��
����

�

��
�
 
 
��������������������������������������������

160(�4�.�2�76365�� �
#������%��&��'�����('�������� .���#�� '���'��)���������������

�/� ����� *�+��'*,,����������������,-.�������,������
���	*����
� ��������.�(������+��'*,,����������������,-.�������, ����,'��+.�������+��� �

NEW INTERNET RESOURCE 
19th Century U.S. Newspapers - Once again, all genealogy re-
searchers will be grateful to our wonderful Library Friends Gift 
Shop for providing us with an invaluable resource --- a full text 
searchable newspaper database. This provides access to 1.7 mil-
lion pages from urban to rural regions throughout the U.S. Sam-
ples of newspapers represented: New York Herald; Lynchburg, 
Virginian; Rocky Mountain News; Milwaukee Sentinel; and 
more.  
 

NEW EQUIPMENT 
The Library Friends Gift Shop has purchased for our department 
TWO color laser printers for printing documents from the Inter-
net. One of them can print on the large 11x17 paper. Many peo-
ple like to print their census documents on the larger paper be-
cause they can see it better. If you find a map that you like, this 
would be a good time to use the 11x17 paper. 
 

NEW MICROFILM : 
The Disston Family History 1920[Donated by Barbara Poleo]   
1860 St. Louis (MO) City Directory and Ward Maps [Donated 
by Barbara Dempsey]  
 

NEW CD’S: 
Dictionary of Surnames in current Use in Poland at the Begin-
ning of the 21st Century 
Restored Hamilton County, Ohio marriages 1860-1869 
The Florida Genealogist, 1977-2000 [Donated by IRGS] 
Guidebook for Conducting Genealogy and Family History Re-
search on American Civil War Participants at the US Army Mili-
tary History Institute [also paper copy] 
Guidebook for Conducting Genealogy and Family History Re-
search on Revolutionary War Participants a the US Army Mili-
tary History Institute [also paper copy] 
 

NEW BOOKS 
ALABAMA 
Family Maps of: Marion County; Tuscaloosa County 
The Heritage of Elmore County 
CZECH REPUBLIC 
The Ethnographic Region Moravian Wallachia, It’s Origin and 
Development 
DELAWARE 
Delaware 1850-1860 Agricultural Census, Vol. 1 
ENGLAND 
Atlas & Guide to London, 1896 with Street Index 
FAMILY HISTORY 
The Vauses [donated by IRGS] 
 
FLORIDA 
Florida 1860 Agricultural Census 
A History of Smuggling in Florida, Rumrunners and Cocaine 

Cowboys 
Remembering Orlando, Tales from Elvis to Disney 
Lake Hollingsworth, Reflections & Studies on Florida Landmark 
Florida’s First Big League Baseball Players, A Narrative History 
Spring Training in Sarasota, 1924-1960 
Remembering St. Petersburg, sunshine City Stories, Vol. 1:  
More Sunshine City Stories, Vol. 2 
St. Petersburg Florida, a visual history 
St. Petersburg’s Historic 22nd Street South 
A History of Florida Forts, Florida’s Lonely Outposts 
Sarasota, A History 
The Early History of Clay County, A Wilderness that Could be 
Tamed 
Fromajadas and Indigo, The Minorcan Colony in Florida 
Legends and Tales, Anecdotal Histories of St. Augustine: Vol. 2 
Remembering St. Augustine 
A Guide to Historic Hollywood, A Tour Through Place & Time 
Gulf Coast Chronicles, Remembering Sarasota’s Past 
Preserving Paradise, The Architectural Heritage and History of 
the Florida Keys 
Remembering Fort Myers, The City of Palms 
The Heritage of Holmes County 
20 Faces and Places, A History of the People of Highway 20 and 
the Ochlocknee River Area [donated by IRGS] 
Wakulla County Marriage Index 1892-1990 [donated by IRGS] 
Genealogy Reference, Wakulla County [donated by IRGS] 
The Three Lives of the USS St. Augustine (PG-54) [donated by 
IRGS] 
Historic Seine Fisheries of Wakulla County and Eastern Franklin 
County [donated by IRGS] 
The USS St. Augustine (PG-54) Disaster and Ausley Lee Scar-
borough [donated by IRGS] 
Cemeteries Historic and Current of Wakulla County [donated by 
IRGS] 
An Index to Names in Looking Back by Freeman Ashmore 
(2002) [donated by IRGS] 
 
GENERAL 
Southeastern Indians Life Portraits, A Catalogue of Pictures, 
1564-1935 
American Indians of the Southeast 
History of Woman Suffrage, Vol. 1-6 
American Geographical Society, Index to Maps in Books and 
Periodicals 
Indexing Books 
[Index of] Decisions of the Department of the Interior: in cases 
relating to pension claims and the laws of the United States 
Granting and governing pensions [Indexed and donated by Pat 
Rand] 
GEORGIA 
Georgia 1860 Agricultural Census Vol. 1-2 
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ILLINOIS 
An Index of Headstones in Lincoln Cemetery, Chicago 
People and Rural Schools of Shelby County 
Family Maps of: Cumberland, Grundy, Sangamon, Williamson, 
Marion Counties 
INDIANA 
Local History and Genealogical Abstracts from Upland Newspa-
pers, 1891-1901 
Early Life and Times in Boone County 
Hancock County Court Records 
Local History and Genealogy Abstracts from Marion Newspa-
pers 1881-1885 
Newspaper Extracts from “The Hoosier State” Newport Vermil-
lion County, 1868-1875 
Dearborn County Cemetery Records, Vol. C 
A History of the City of Vincennes, 1702-1901 
Family Maps of: Daviess, Bartholomew, Adams Counties 
KANSAS 
Diggin’ Up Bones, Obituaries of Lakin and Harland Cemeteries 
Kearny County, Part 1 & 2 
Diggin’ Up Bones, Obituaries of Deerfield, Fairview, and Mis-
cellaneous Kearny County Cemeteries 
History of Emporia and Lyon County 
LOUISIANA 
Family Maps of Jackson Parish 
MARYLAND 
More Marylanders to Carolina, Migration of Marylanders to 
North Carolina and South Carolina Prior to 1800 
Monocacy and Catoctin, Some Early Settlers of Frederick and 
Carroll Counties, MD and Adams County, PA, also Descendants 
c 1725-1985, Vol. 1 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Wellfleet, A Pictorial History 
Wellfleet Remembered, Past to Present in Pictures, Vol. 1 & 2 
MEXICO 
Naturalizations of Mexican Americans, Extracts Vol. 1-2 
MICHIGAN 
Family Maps of: Washtenaw, Genesee, Eaton Counties 
MILITARY 
Catholic Military and Naval Chaplains, 1776-1917 
Preliminary Inventory of the Records of the US Army Com-
mands, RG 98 
Index to Maps of the American Revolution in Books and Peri-
odicals 
Index to Maps of the French and Indian War 
MINNESOTA 
Family Maps of: Pope, Hennepin Counties 
MISSISSIPPI 
Family Maps of: Oktibbeha, Perry, Amite Counties 
MISSOURI 
New Madrid County Marriage Records, 1899-1924 
1890 Genealogical Census Reconstruction Vol. 1-3 
Dunklin County Marriage Records, Vol. 1 &2, 1903-1927 
Family Maps of: Douglas,  Carter, Gentry, Washington Counties 
St. Louis Genealogical Society, Index of 1850 US Census, St. 
Louis and St. Louis County 

NEW ENGLAND 
Taverns and Stagecoaches of New England, Vol. II 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Wolfeboro Vital Records, 1887-1999, Vol. 1&2 
History of Keene 
Vital Records of Effingham and Freedom, 1888-2001 
Manchester in the Mirror, Abstracts from the Mirror & Farmer 
Newspaper 
Genealogical Abstracts from Early new Hampshire Newspapers, 
Vol. 1 
The Vital Birth Records of Nashua, 1887-1935 
Abstracts of the Probate Records of Rockingham County, 1771-
1799 
History of Newfields, 1638-1911, Vol. 1&2 
Vital Records of Durham 1887-2002 
Marriage Records of Dover 1835-1909 
Marriage Records of Dover, 1910-1937 
Manchester Historic Association Collections, V. 1-3, 1896-1903 
New Castle Vital Records 1891-1997 
NEW YORK 
Images of America, North Fork Cemeteries 
Images of America, Bridgehampton 
OHIO 
I belonged to the 116th, A Narrative of the 116th Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry during the Civil War 
Early Ohioans and Their Critters 
Our Ancestors of Cuyahoga County, Vol. 1 
The Early History of the Maumee Valley 
Ohio’s German Heritage 
Index of Death Notices Appearing in the Cincinnati Commercial 
1858-1899 
Hamilton County Burial Records, Vol. 10, Green Township 
Dayton’s German Heritage 
Personal Memories, Social, Political and Literary with Sketches 
of Many Noted People, 1803-1843, Cincinnati 
Family Maps of: Auglaize, Seneca, Monroe Counties 
POLAND 
The Latin Church in the Polish Commonwealth in 1772, A Map 
and Index of Localities 
Polish Genealogical Society of America: 1) Maps Packet 2) Re-
search Packet 3) Military Packet, 4) Translation Packet 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Proprietary Records of South Carolina: V. I, Abstracts of the 
Records of the Secretary of the Province, 1675-1695; V. II, Ab-
stracts of the Records of the Register of the Province, 1675-1696 
TENNESSEE 
Band of Brothers, Company C, Ninth Tennessee Infantry 
VERMONT 
A Catalog of: Morgan Cemeteries, Irasburg Cemeteries, Island 
Pond Cemeteries, Sutton Cemeteries [Donated by Sandy 
McKenny] 
VIRGINIA 
Marriages of Orange County, 1757-1880 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 
National Intelligencer Newspaper Abstracts, 1845 & 1846 
WISCONSIN 
County Maps of: Taylor, Dane Counties 
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 The regular meeting of the Indian River 
Genealogical Society was held on this date in the 
Main Library.  The meeting was called to order at 
10:00 a.m. by President Cindy Davis.  President 
Davis declared that a quorum was present with 75 
members and 18 guests.   
 President Davis recognized the five past 

presidents that were in attendance.  Sandy Stone shared her own 
personal cousin’s story.  It was certainly unique being pulled 
over by the border guard who turned out to be an unknown 
cousin with the same surname.  
 President Davis also congratulated three of our mem-
bers, Suzy Bromwell, Sandy McKenny and Jim Runnels, for 
their special achievements this past summer.  
 President Davis also shared the good news that an inter-
view with Pam Cooper, Cindy Davis, Marge Putzke, and Jan 
Gay on the IRGS will be published in the Vero Beach Magazine 
in February 2007.   

Minutes Approval:  The Minutes of the September 12, 
2006 meeting were approved as published in the newsletter. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Ellen Stanley presented the Soci-
ety’s financial report which was submitted for filing and audit. 

Vice President:  Patti Kirk reported that two mentoring 
classes will be held in November and December.  A class on 
City Directories and Probate Court are also planned. 

Standing Committees: 
Education:  Diane Macgowan announced that there 

were still some openings for the Internet Class to be given on 
this Wednesday at the IRCC Richardson Center. 

Public Relations:  Mary Mitchell reviewed this 
month’s publicity and was very pleased at the number of guests 
present at this meeting as a result of the newspaper publicity. 

Programs: Past President Pete Kersey stated that the 
December program will feature a game show with audience par-
ticipation by Nancy Garvey using the Festive Holidays Theme in 
various countries and religions.  January will highlight George 
Morgan presenting a seminar on “English Genealogical Research 
in the Major Repositories of London”. 

The annual Valentine Genealogy Seminar will have the 
keynote speaker, Pamela Boyer Porter at the Richardson Center, 
IRCC Mueller Campus on February 10, 2007.  Her subjects will 
be “Rogues and Rascals”, “Investigating your Ancestors”, 
“Getting to know you, getting to know more about you”, and 
“Where do I go from here”. 
On the Thursday evening, February 8, prior to the Valentine 
Seminar, Pamela Porter will present a lecture on Research and 
Computers at 6:30 PM in the  Indian River County Main Li-
brary. 

Membership:  Donna Nightingale reminded everyone 
that we are now accepting dues for the year 2007.  Joining now 
covers membership for the remainder of 2006 and all of 2007.  
She urged everyone to provide their current address information 
with correct email.  

IRGS Library : In Pat Rand’s absence, Marge Putzke 
will be having working meetings to redo the scrapbooks from 

1983 forward using newer techniques which will extend their 
life.  These meeting will be held on the 2nd and 4th Monday at the 
Community Church.  She urges some of the veteran members to 
come in and help identify the people in some of the older pic-
tures. If a member would like to help and cannot come to the 
church on Monday evenings, contact Cindy Davis at the library 
and she can help you set up time to work on the material. 

Editorial :  Pam reported that Phil Wright has done a 
wonderful job in putting together the society’s web site; 
www.IRGS.org.  The web site will have up to date information 
on the events calendar, membership, newsletter, links to other 
sites of genealogy interest, etc.  All members were urged to test 
drive the web site. 

Library Report : The most recent gifts from the 
Friends of the Library Gift Shop enabled the Archive Center and 
Genealogy Department to acquire two new color laser printers 
and a special collection of microfilm records of the Slavery Re-
cords from all of the Southern States. 

Unfinished Business: 
Ellen Stanley showed the layout of the Post Card book.  

More review is needed and polishing of some of the captions.  
The book should be ready for the publisher by the deadline. 

Nancy Garvey presented the slate of nominations from 
the Nominating Committee:  President-Patti Kirk, Vice Presi-
dent-Cora Sjogren-Welch, Recording Secretary-Jeanette Web-
ber, Treasurer-Tom Garvey, Corresponding Secretary-Beverly 
Stevens-Kirk. 

Pam Cooper showed a large map suitable for framing 
that she had gotten by going to the National Archives 
(www.nationalarchives.gov) and searching through their large 
collection of maps which can then be ordered at 
www.rainfall.com  in their standard sizes: 8.5x11, 11x14, 18x24, 
24x36, and 36x54. Vintage maps of an important family home-
stead would be a nice addition to any genealogy collection. 

Program:   
Cindy Davis introduced C.J. Madigan whose presenta-

tion was “Creating your Photographic Legacy in a Digital 
Age”. The program provided practical ideas on organizing the 
piles of old photographs, uncovering the real story behind them, 
enhancing the picture and creating an heirloom-quality book. 

There being no further business, the meeting was ad-
journed at 11:50 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted: Tom Garvey 
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IRGS Membership for the 2007 year is now being 
accepted.  You can find an application on our web site 
or we would be happy to accept it at our regular 
monthly meetings.  Please include your email address 
so that you might be notified of special events and 
meeting reminders. Donna Nightingale Membership 
Chair. 
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Mr./Madam President: 
The nominating committee submits the following nominations for offices to be filled: 
 
          PRESIDENT:                    Patti Kirk 
          VICE PRESIDENT:   Cora Sjogren-Welch 
          RECORDING SECRETARY:         Jeanette Webber 
          TREASURER:                    Tom Garvey 
          CORRESPONDING SECRETARY:   Beverly Stevens-Kirk 
 

Nancy Garvey   Pete Kersey, Donna Nightingale 
Nominating Chair  Committee 
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How many times have you yelled at your computer or some balky web site while surfing the web seeking an elusive ancestor?  If 
you are like most of us, this is a common happening. You need to join with the Indian River Genealogical Society for a special 
two-hour presentation on computer usage in your research by nationally known and respected researcher and lecturer Pam Porter.  
Although sponsored by the Society at no cost to its members, non-members are very welcome to attend. 

 
Thursday February 8, 2007  

6:30pm to 8:30pm  
Large meeting room of the Indian River County Main Library 

1600 21st St, Vero Beach, FL 32960 
 

TOPICS: 
Research Sites 

Word Processing Tricks 
 

While the seminar is without charge, pre-registration is required.  There will be a donation jar on the sign-in table to help defray 
costs.  Fill out the form below and come with pencil and paper in hand ready to take copious notes.   
 
Please return the registration form to us as soon as you can. 
 
I will attend the Pam Porter Computer Seminar on Thursday, February 8, 2007: 
 
 
Name______________________________________________ 
 
Email______________________________________________ 
 
Phone #____________________________________________ 
 
Send  to: INDIAN RIVER GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, INC. 
 PO BOX 1850 
 VERO BEACH, FL  32961-1850 

 

Or register online at <http://IRGS.org> 
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