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Genealogy Interest Groups, Special Interest Groups
(GIG - Genealogy Interest Group; SIG - Special Interest Group)
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GIG’s and SIG’s are a group of people who have a common interest in one aspect of family
research; for example, interest in a particular foreign country. The basic concept of a GIG or SIG is
IRGS members helping one another with their genealogical research, covering the whole spec-
trum from beginner to expert.
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Event: Polish GIG
Date/Time: Thurs., March 15; 3:00 -5:00pm
Location: Library History Room
Contact: Marge Putzke: (772) 569-0132;
jmputzke@bellsouth.net

Event: PAF5 Computer SIG
Date/Time: by appointment on an individual
basis at the library or in your home.
Contact: John Getz: (772) 231-1767;
loisbruckheimer@comcast.net or
John Hendricks: (772) 562-4362;
hendricksJS@comcast.net

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

IRGS Membership mtg.
9:30 am- 12 noon

Library Mtg. room, 1st fl.

IRGS Board meeting; 1:00pm;
Library History room

Irish GIG;
1-3 pm.;
Library History
room

Time Lines
class: 12 noon-
2:00 pm;
Library History
room

Mass-
achusetts
research:
10am - 12noon
Library History
room

Probate
and Wills:
1 - 2:30 pm;
Library History
room

Brick Wall
class: 10 - 2pm
Library History
room

French-Canadian GIG;
1-3 pm, Library Ais room

Polish GIG;
3-5 pm, Library History room

Swedish GIG;
1-3 pm, Library History room

    ..............................................................

...............................................................Daylight
Savings time
(turn clocks
ahead 1 hr.)

St. Patricks
Day

Event: Irish GIG
Date/Time: Thurs., March 8 ~ 1- 3pm
Location: Library History Room
Contact: Bill Murphy: (772) 299-3342 or
email: wclhmurphy@bellsouth.net

Event: French-Canadian GIG

Date/Time: Thurs., March 15 ~ 1- 3pm

Location: Library AIS Room
Contact: Donna Nightingale:
(772) 978-0107; donnawalt@aol.com

Event: Swedish GIG
Date/Time: Thurs., March 15 ~ 1-3pm
Location: Library History Room
Contact: Diane Macgowan:
(772) 234-0139; dmacgowan@aol.com

    .......................................................................

Court Records
class:
10 - 12noon;
Library History
room

Map, Maps
& more Maps:
10 -12:30;
Library History
room

.......................................................

Our apologizes to Marge Putzke for the
omission of the Polish GIG in last month’s
newsletter. Please see Marge’s Polish GIG
listing, above, for March 15th!
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Event: Treasure Coast Daughters of
the American Revolution (DAR)

Program:  Annual Memorial Service
led by Chaplain Mary Griffiths

Date/Time: Mon., March 5, 2007 **
Location: Bent Pine Golf Club
Registration begins at 11am;
meeting - 11:30am; lunch at 12:00
Reservations: $16.25 - send to

Sondra Lee, 1927 Ocean Ridge
Circle, Vero Beach, FL 32963
Phone: (772) 234-2608

Contact: Cora Sjogren-Welch,
Regent, at (772) 567-9134 or
email csjogwel@digital.net

(** Note: this meeting is one week
earlier than usual!)

............................................

Event: St. Sebastian Chapter, DAR
Program: “DAR National Museum

in Washington D.C. ” by
Doris McNutt

Date/Time: March 3, 2007;

9:30am - 12:30pm

Location: Roseland Community Bldg.
83rd Ave., Roseland

Contact: Elaine Johnson, Regent,
for information at (772) 589-4978

............................................

Event: The Welsh Society of the
Treasure Coast

Date/Time: March 1: St. David’s Day
luncheon; 12 noon. Reservations
are required.
March 27: “Farewell to the Snow-
birds” picnic. Riverside Park;
12 noon. No reservations needed.

Contact: Bill Griffiths for information,
directions and reservations.
(772) 567-3554.

Friends, prospective members and
visiting members are all welcome!

Education Update
by Nancy Barnard Broderick, IRGS Education Director

News of Local Society
Meetings

The IRGS Education Committee is going great guns! We have
scheduled many classes of interest including a Brick Wall class for that
“hopelessly lost” relative; a Pennsylvania and Massachusetts workshop
to get those hard-to-find documents; a Transcription class and many
more. Please see details below and contact me for registration.

We had a very good response for both the LDS visit and our presenta- 
tion at the Sebastian Library. Plans are underway for many other
activities and field trips along those lines.
 This is your organization and we are doing our best to satisfy your
needs. Please let me know if and what we can do better and we will do
our best to make it happen. We are already working on the fall schedule.
There may be a few surprises in store!

I do want to thank everyone personally for all their support and help
in making the education of our members a success. That includes all
teachers, GIG coordinators, mentors and those who work in the
background to help get our classes up and running. Thank you sincerely.

Mentoring is a one-on-one assistance with one of our three very knowledge-
able and helpful mentors. Come early with your questions and problems
stay as long as  you like. We’ll be
happy to assist you!

Please register with Nancy Broderick (772) 794-9869 for these classes or email
jmesana@aol.com. You may also sign up at the IR Genealogy Dept. main desk.

March Classes

Time Lines class

Friday, March 2;
12noon - 2:00 pm
in the Library History room.
A time line is a chronological list of
events surrounding your ancestors’ life.
Find them, build them and use them to
further your research. (This class will
prepare you, but is not mandatory, for
the Brick Wall class on March 24.)

Massachusetts research

Saturday, March 10;
10:00 am - 12noon
in the Library History room.

Probate and Wills

Thursday, March 22;
1:00 - 2:30 pm
in the Library History room.

Brick Wall class

Saturday, March 24;
10:00am - 2:00pm
 in the Library History room.
A completed time line must be com-
pleted for the person you are research-
ing.  We ask that you only search for
one person on that day because we do
not know how many people will be in
the class. Future classes will be booked
on this topic if needed.  Additional
instructors and mentors will be present
to help out all members.

Court Records class

Wednesday, March 28;
10:00am - 12noon
in the Library History room.
Learn how the records system works
along with various ways to search at
the courthouse.

Maps, Maps & more Maps -
Where can I find them? How can
I use them?

Saturday, March 31;
10:00am - 12:30 pm
in the Library History room.
Different maps provide different
solutions to your research. Learn how
to pinpoint a specific location using
antique maps, modern gazetteers as
well as digital maps and GPS.

Donna Nightingale
donnawalt@aol.com (772) 978-0107

Friday, March. 2 .....10:00am - 2:00pm

Friday, March 9 ......10:00am - 1:00pm

Friday, March 16 ....10:00am - 1:00pm

Thurs., March 29 ..... 1:00 - 3:00pm

Marcia Eyberse
meyberse@comcast.net (772) 563-9535

Patti Kirk
ckirkfirst@comcast.net (772) 567-7463

Log on to our Web site!
www.irgs.org

mailto:csjogwel@digital.net
mailto:jmesana@aol.com
mailto:donnawalt@aol.com
mailto:meyberse@comcast.net
mailto:ckirkfirst@comcast.net
http://www.irgs.org
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Genealogy research can be
exciting at times and other times
exasperating. I’ve been searching
for clues about my family for years
and just recently hit a genealogical
gold mine.

During the month of January,
I found myself in Utah babysitting
my grandson. Since he was in
school most of the day, I had plenty
of time to do my family research.
Before I left for Utah, I was perusing
the FamilySearch.org Web site and
found a family group sheet with my
ancestors on it. Noting there was a
submitter’s name placed at the
bottom of the group sheet, I decided
to write this person. To my surprise,
this distant cousin sent me a nice
packet of information on my line
with a letter explaining the contents;
she also included her phone num-
ber. Since I was in Utah, I decided
to give her call.

Just after I hung up the phone,
my cousin received another phone
call from a woman (probably
another distant cousin) that com-
pleted a study on the Peterson family
line. She wanted to give her a copy
of her report since Petersons were
in her family tree. After my cousin
received the report, she noticed it
was about my people. This new-
found document had several biogra-
phies of my great grandparents
along with photos, immigration
papers, etc. To my surprise, a copy
of this report was waiting for me
when I arrived at her home. It truly

Your Cousins Might Have the Answers
by Charlotte Peterson Pennington, IRGS Library Chair

was a treasure! We ended our visits
with a trip around town to visit the
gravesites of my ancestors and
photo shoots of my great grand-
father’s home.

Now, the gold didn’t end there.
I took my new
found information
to another cousin
where I knew the
main buried
treasure lied!
With a big smile,
a computer, and
a flatbed scanner,
I sat myself in her
front room and
scanned old family
photos and family
group sheets for
two days! Oh…
I also got two free
dinners out of this!
While scanning
and eating, we
contacted another
cousin around the
corner and copied
several more
photos to add to
our collection.

When it was
time to leave, my
cousin reached
into her genealogy box and handed
me an old journal written by my
great grandfather. The journal
dated back to 1885 and was an
account of his Mormon mission to
the southern states. Since it was
written in Danish, I needed help

Organizing the Clutter
Download free research worksheets
at FamilyTreeMagazine.com. The
worksheets are a wonderful tool to
help fill in life events for that
mystery ancestor and to note
missing information. Great for a
time line project!

Tips of the Month

Photos for Keeps
File all your family photos by
surname in photo boxes designed
to properly care for these treasures.
Use a special photo labeling pencil
to identify the family member.
Call Marge Putzke (772) 569-0132
for more information on photo
knowledge.

to read it. With the aid of my
daughter’s neighbor, and a new-
found Danish friend, we were able
to transcribe some letters and are
currently working on the journal.

Hopefully, in a few weeks, the
journal will be ready to photocopy
and distributed to my relatives. I
can’t wait to read this journal in
English.

So, are cousins valuable? YOU
BET!

My great-grandparents Elsie
Christine Nielsen and Andrew
Peterson, Sr. They moved to
Manti, Utah from Denmark in the
late 1800’s. The “Record” book,
right, is my great-grandfathers’
two-year missionary journal from
1885 -1887.
......................................................................................................................................

Our deepest sympathy for
Pam Cooper, supervisor of

the Archive Center and
Genealogy Department, for the

passing of her mother,
Mrs. Nancy Clark.

A book in Mrs. Clark’s name
will be donated to the Genealogy

Department from the Indian
River Genealogical Society.

Photos submitted by Charlotte
Pennington
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Friday morning, January 26th, was the scene of many excited IRGS
members rushing in the back door of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

Day Saints (LDS) to
experience a two-
hour tour and lecture
with Jan Evans,
Director. Jan’s volun-
teer, Linda Hudson,
is a member of the
Treasure Coast
Genealogical Society.
In attendance were

20 very enthusiastic
and eager researchers
willing to learn more

genealogy techniques. Jan did a wonderful presentation showing us more
ways to search on www.FamilySearch.org.

The Family History Library hopes to add 100 new books per week.
Call Jan or Linda at (772) 569-5122 for hours of the library.

IRGS Members Visit LDS Church in Vero Beach

Brigham Young University Library’s
Web site for digitized family books

If we only focusIf we only focusIf we only focusIf we only focusIf we only focus
on the journey’son the journey’son the journey’son the journey’son the journey’s

end, will we missend, will we missend, will we missend, will we missend, will we miss
the fun of thethe fun of thethe fun of thethe fun of thethe fun of the
journey itself?journey itself?journey itself?journey itself?journey itself?

IRGS members and
friends, meet Freda
Hoppe, a lifetime
member of the IRGS.
She is an outstanding
and experienced
researcher. In her
monthly column,

Freda will answer research questions,
offer numerous tips and share won-
derful stories with you.

Please mail questions to:
IRGS, P.O. Box 1850, Vero Beach, FL
32961-1850.

Freda is anxious to hear from you!

 Scotland’s People Connecting
Generations

www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk

This site not only has indexes but

now has images.

(Thanks to Donna Nightingale

for this information!)

In celebration of
St. Patrick’s Day

Dear Freda,
Please help me. I am trying to locate the year my great -grandfather.

Patrick came to the United States. He was born somewhere in Ireland
(still working on that), possibly Galway in 1830 and died in Boston,
 Massachusetts at the age of 102 in 1932. Help! Nora

P.S . I enjoyed meeting you at our February membership meeting
and you inspired me ! Thank you.

Nora

Dear Nora,
Start your search in our last available census - 1930 - and track your

great-grandfather back to 1850. Keep in mind, there is no federal census
for 1890, but don’t overlook that Massachusetts may have had their own
state census that year. In reviewing the 1900 census, you will have the
year listed of his arrival here in this country, and don’t forget many Irish
folks came into this country through Canada.

“Dear Freda...”

Coming in May: Honoring the
Women in Our Family

Do you have a wonderful memory, an
interesting fact or anecdote you’d like to
share about your mother, grandmother
or great-grandmother pertaining to
genealogy or your research? We’d like
to honor those women with those mem-
ories. Please send those to Editor@irgs.org
or IRGS, c/o Editor, P.O. Box 1850, Vero
Beach, FL 32961 by April 6th.

1. Enter http://www.lib.byu.edu
(Home page)

2. Click on “Find other Materials”
(Located on the left side of page)

3. Click on “Electronics”
4. Click on “ Digital Collections at

BYU”
5. Click on “Text Collections”
6. Select “Family History Archives”

(Located on the left side of page)

Note: A search feature will be dis-
played allowing the user to do a basic
or advanced search. You may also
select the “Browse the Collection”
option to view all books within the
collection.

Photo submitted by Patti Kirk

http://www.FamilySearch.org
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk
mailto:Editor@irgs.org
http://www.lib.byu.edu
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Webmaster’s Corner
 by Phil Wright, Webmaster

The minutes from the monthly Membership Meeting will be posted on the

Web site at www.irgs.org.  Copies of the minutes will be available at the

following monthly meeting.

I became interested in geneal-
ogy nearly seven years ago because
of a disagreement between my
wife, Fern, and one of her sisters.
“Grandma,” Fern’s sister insisted,
said that their family line came
from Scotland. (This was news to
everyone else!) Determined to
prove or disprove this claim, Fern
and I began a trip into the past
which became both an addiction
and a new hobby. After many
exciting discoveries, including
finding Fern’s six Mayflower
ancestors, we are still looking for
that elusive Scottish ancestor.

Fern then suggested that I do
my own family. That, I thought,
would be impossible. With four
Swedish grandparents and a
system in which last names
changed with every generation, I
believed that researching in
Sweden would be impossible.

Then, about four years ago,
Fern and I became members of the
new Swedish GIG, coordinated by
Diane Macgowan. I quickly learned
that researching in Sweden is
actually easy, once you know the

GIG’s: Providing Help, Learning, and Fun
submitted by IRGS Member, Ron Skoog

parish that your ancestors came
from. After a trip back to Connecti-
cut to visit city and town halls, I
was able to find the parish of one of
my grandfathers. I posted a mes-
sage on Anbytarforum, the Swedish
message board for genealogists.
I was astounded to receive an
immediate response from a gene-
alogist there who was the husband
of a cousin, one of many cousins
that I never knew about before.

I’ve since traced the lines of
three of my grandparents with the
generous help of various genealo-
gists in Sweden. I’ve also mastered
the amazing program Genline,
which allows one to search and
read the original church records
online. I have also joined the DIS
Computer Genealogy Society of
Sweden to work on the fourth
Swedish grandparent’s family.

The basic premise of the Swed-
ish GIG is members helping each
other trace our roots in Sweden.
But, it is by no means the only
thing we do. Diane, our coordina-
tor, taught herself Swedish and has
run workshops to help us to read

the records and do internet
searches. (I am still looking up and
translating one word at a time.)

In addition to genealogy, we
have been learning about the
history, culture, geography, and
values of Sweden and the Swedes.
We celebrate Santa Lucia Day and
Midsommar with parties featuring
Swedish foods. We occasionally
have Swedish guests who give us
more insight into the culture and
language of Sweden. Many of our
members have traveled to Sweden
since joining the GIG. Thanks to
the research they were able to do,
they found relatives there and were
warmly welcomed and feted by
their cousins.

Because of Fern’s family, we also
belong to the Polish GIG led by
Marge Putzke. While not as large
(yet) as the Swedish group, it is
certainly not lacking in enthusi-
asm. Marge is doing a great job
laying the groundwork for new
Polish research. Research, friend-
ship, and learning together - that is
what the GIGs are all about.

Have you visited the “Member’s Page” on the Web site recently?

There you will find the minutes for the Society’s general meetings

ready for your review prior to the next meeting.  On page three of

“Member’s Page,” you will find the new Surname Registry form, as

covered in Nancy Broderick’s Education Update. Items of specific

interest to our members will be placed in the “Member’s Page, so be

sure to check there often.

Other areas with new content include the Education and

Officers pages. And, of course, the front page is updated weekly on

Sundays.

Contact Phil via email at webmaster@irgs.org

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Swedish GIG
meets on Thursday, Feb. 15th

from 1:00 - 3:00pm
in the Library History room.

The Polish GIG
meets on Thursday, Feb. 15th

from 3:00 - 5:00pm
in the Library History room.

Anbytarforum
http://genealogi.aland.net/discus/

messages/board-topics.html

A Swedish message and
bulletin board.

Swedish Church Records
Online and more -
www.genline.com

DIS Computer Genealogy
Society of Sweden -

www.dis.se/diseng.shtml

http://www.irgs.org
mailto:webmaster@irgs.org
http://genealogi.aland.net/discus/
http://www.genline.com
http://www.dis.se/diseng.shtml
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‘Witnesses at the Scene’
at the annual Valentine’s Day seminar, February 10, 2007

“The facts, just the facts, ma’am.” Many of you will remember that line from
the well-known TV show, Dragnet.  Did you know it’s an important aspect of
‘investigating your ancestors’ according to Pamela Boyer Porter, CG, CGL?
Pam was our guest speaker at the annual Valentine seminar held at the IRCC
Richardson Center in Vero Beach.  Pam shared her knowledge and experience
in a variety of topics from Rogues & Rascals to using common techniques
employed by criminal investigators.

Pam’s career as a professional genealogist had roots in law enforcement. She
was the first woman in Roswell, New Mexico law enforcement to hold a position
within the police force.  Today, public speaking comes easy to her after years of
being the education officer at the University of Mexico. As a researcher, author
and lecturer, she is also president of her own company, Memory Lane, Inc.,
which provides genealogical research services, seminars, and assistance in
publishing one’s family history.

During a phone conversation, Pam stated that “technology and computers
have played a major role in the way people research, record their findings and
analyze their results, plus it certainly has benefitted the way people share that
information.”

Her lectures confirmed that computers, alone, still do not take the place of
talking with our living relatives, letter writing, or reading the printed word,
to name just a few ways we can “hatch, match and dispatch” that material, and
she presented several case studies at the seminar to verify that fact.

We hope the Valentine seminar helped expand your knowledge and further
your quest to “leave no stone unturned.” A huge thanks to those who’s time and
effort made the day a success.

http://www.irgs.org

